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FOREWORD 


Twice a year Seminary, Institute, and College teachers, 
éngaged in the direct religious instruction of the youth of 
the Church, meet in Regional Conventions, the purpose of which 
is to promote scholarship in the Gospel, exchange testimonies 
concerning its truths, and to promote a spirit of fellowship 
and good wills 


Some of the addresses delivered by teachers at these con- 
ventions have made contributions to the thinking of all those 
attending, Because of a desire to preserve and enhance the 
influence of such addresses this selected compilation for the 
year 1941 is published, Selections were made with a view to 
giving as wide a treatment of the central theme as space will 


permit, and consequently many fine addresses on duplicate phases 
of the subject are omitted, 













; ,etedosed ‘eRelfod Bie | eoudtdeat penne ineiey a ‘ot? San 
; ‘to divoy eft to sottoy stier doettb-edt at besegne 
doitw to evoqiuq ed? ,aaoitaevacd Bit igen at Hen sau het 
= Wg ee - Botnomitaed exasioxe , leg ont al qtdetelo 
pi hs ae . camatnady to thetge: 8 eomr7g of ba edit 












can > Dh i a ' 

iy ia aed ] 99 ak af!) (ee ‘ 
sig elle : | 0 ie ; an er 
; eS boa } c. 


=f09 ovedt de eitedosad yd bexeviien apweentae edt to emot thee 
“@nodt Lie tp gaidaide old oF anotdudint ace ban eved enotiney oF 
edd busine bas ovteaenq of exteeb # to eeysoed | Sones | os 
edt sot nokssLigqmoo bedveloe eind | p28 


: ot wety s dtiw ebam ote gerne: eLot 
_ diiw 6osqe sa dmedt Lettaes heh » das 
seeadg eee ao Gbkeoanha aa: 











a9. i ena ra ene? as | oft eet 
“yitaeuperaoo bas ydlor 
) rp ets Jostdun edt 





‘ e 
L ” 
aH Ne, \ ‘ a 
ow : 
Pir, ee ; eg 
i, u x } ; } f 
“ vk 4 
es . 
¥ y , 
; 
he eee ce ee yy 4 ‘ : nt 
i 
4 + 
a 
, i : 
i) ia My oo, 
fi ; bit te ? 0 he ‘ ao - vat ty We wp ae “ % ‘ de ‘ay ns ro 1 Ae os a : : f 
iw : , . i) o) ap vn 
eity j Me tv b - i. 2 
i : “4 ve Pe as 
ey re 4 are y pe ; 
Benes a Fa ‘ 
PAN dae Ate ] 
1 wr 1 vt Ph) ry 
ae bik taut on es ee 
; i] an ijt } 3 ;) n 
( mie ; i 
5S Ge ae | . i ; ; 


CONTENTS 
~~ ] =» 


D Ghtietayd atane of God Upon Which We Can Build an 


Intelligent Faith in God's Revelation -- Gustive Larsen ceseses 


Continuous Revelation in the Church mae Val oOPY Abb ce cceccecenseces 


~ III - 


Evidence of Divine Guidance in the Preservation 
of the Scriptures -- Elijah Me Hicken eseccosccvevevnesseccsserve 


» IV = 


Evidence of the Divine in the Life of Abraham, the 
Father of Israel =- Brandt Jorgensen peecseccpetersteaseteaeoos 


ie: see 


Evidence of the Divine in the Works of Moses and 
in the Ten Commandments -- Ralph Bs Keeler eecncvevcettesctves 


~ VI « 


Evidence of the Divine in the Teachings of the 
Prophets == Eugene De Bryson eesetoeeveeMeeeranegesxweoaoee see eoeoe 


~ VII - 


Evidence of the Divine in the Wisdom Literature =. 


Jo Fe Catmull caccnccccscsesscvevesaretenesseeresesersrsessces 
- VIII = 
Wisdom Literature -- Laura Shepherd cewocscvevvsccvssscscsensvese 
o IX «= 


Evidence of the Divine in the Semons of Jesus =~ 


He Me Chadwick OSPOSCCEH HOHE SHSHSOHRHOSCHEHEHOHHKOHCFT HORDE HRHOHEHKHEHROHHHCBHeCHHE 
~~ X w 


The Holy Ghost as an Avenue Through Which God's 
Revelations Came to Individuals -- Eugene BE. Campbell socecoves 


Pi ae 


“The Latter-day Saint's Concept of Man —— Carl F. Hyring eceoposecve 


1 


6 


13 


el 


24 


27] 


31 


34 


31] 


40 


12 


15 


20 


23 


26 


30 


43 


36 


39 


4% 








ais - aa RE 


@ Ly 


ee a INE oft imadtondh, OTky| 
oS = aL “Ssenegneasorveseavenseane Heeasnt0% #0 

















tate 


Ba ps a 29804 





as 7M 


Hs ue (Petr terranes cores 





ee a ae bs res we ‘eumct 20 
at ae 


oh hs Aerts ct cceeees 


‘bi 






SUMMER Oh Gaeiicntnen Ephraim, Utah, November 1, 1941 


Phe question of faith in God's revelation to man is inseparable from 
the question of what kind of God one believes in. The substance and reality 
of the first is dependent upon the second, Pantheism which denies personality 
to the governing power of the universe does not afford human contact with the 
divine of such a personal nature as permitted by monotheism, The monotheism 
of Islam with its absolute and arbitrary Allah hardly encourages the hope 
for loving attention as does the Fatherhood conception of christianity. And 
finally, the average Christian view of God, as it has developed, does not 
offer in our day the same intimate father--son relationship as Jesus enjoyed 
and taught. . 

William Adams Brown speaking of current christian views of Diety refers 
in Why I believe in God to "two rival conceptions which have played a great 
role in human history and which still have their adherents among our contem~ 
pararies...»the view which conceives God in terms of matter as well as 
spirit, attributing to Him a body like that of man, though endowed with 
different powers--a view which still survives in Mormonism....on the other 
hand mystical views like that of christian science..." 

Houf in What Religion is and Does quotes and supplements A. G. 
MeGifferet in "The God of the early christians." "God was always strictly 
personal for Jesus--Ruler, Judge, Master, Lord, Father. He thought of Him 
in anthropomorphic, not metaphysical, or mystical fashion! And God was very 
near to the earnest persons who sought Him. He was a loving Heavenly Father 
in whom men might put their deepest trust and not be disappointed," Need 


‘tate 


IL suggest that the Mormons are perfectly content to let "survive" through 
them Jesus own authropomorphic conception of God? That conception of Diety 
includes a number of characteristics which provide a solid and natural 
foundation for faith in continued divine revelation to man. Among these 
characteristics are: 

First, that attribute of personality which is the most important 
contribution to the religious progress of the world. H» G, Wells once 
said that the single idea of the Fatherhoed of God has had greater influence 
on world progre ss than any other idea that ever came to the human race. 
The secret of its tremendous power is the warm personal qualities in which 
it clothes the Supremo Ruler of the world. Justice, love, understanding 
and righteousness--these are qualities ‘which become real only in a self- 
conscious intelligent person intimately related to and deeply interested 
in mankind, Hence we can appreciate the following words ef Mormon leaders: 


Stephen L. Richards writes; 

"There can be no doubt that in the religious world of the 
Prophetts boyhood (Joseph Smith) there prevailed a very nebulous 
and uncertain doctrine with reference to the personality of God 
and the personages of the Trinity. The creedal statements of the 
day appear to us now as being most difficult of interpretation 
and understanding if not wholly unintelligible. To this situation 
‘the First Vision brought clarity, definiteness and certainty, not 
as the product of reasoning, argument and sophistication but with 
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experience, ‘When F dened a came out of the grove 
argue Lor a theory--he knew the facts. God 

: ‘like aman. He has a voice. He speaks, He is 

i e@ and kind, He answers prayers. His Son is a like 

distinct person. He is obedient to the Father and the 





Back “Mediator between God and Man. The presumption of God as an 


essence or principle of power and force in the universe was 
for all time exploded," 


Joseph F, Merrill puts it this way: 

"How satisfying to know that our Father in Heaven is a. 
real person in form like ourselves, possessing in perfection 
the attributes that we His children possess. When we appeal 
to Him as we do in prayer, we are certain that He can hear 
and answer us if it is best that he should. To be able to 
replace the indefinable nothingness of some preachers with a 
real, personal, loving God, kind, sympathetic, and just, is 
to build faith on a sure foundation rather than on a hazy 
incomprehensibleness. We gain this certain knowledge from 
the miraculous experiences of Joseph Smith, etc." 


This warmly personal conception of Diety keeps the channel of revelation 
between God and man open as 4 most natural process, Intercourse between 
a loving parent and child never ceases so long as there is need for guid= 
ance and cooperation. To quotes Dr. John A. Widtsoe in his bood Rational > 
Theology: 


"Man does not understand God fully, yet an understanding between 
man and God does exist in that God in the course of His progression 
has gone over the road that we are travelling and therefore under- 
stands us fully. He understands our difficulties, our hopes, 
our sorrows, our faults, and our follies. God is supreme , and 
His justice is perfect; his love is unmeasurable and His mercy 
without ond; for his justice and love and mercy are tempered by 
the memory of His own upward career. God's relation to man is, 
in a literal sense, that of father to son, for we are of the same 
race with God, We may rest secure that God's attributes are, 
with others, those that man possesses, made great and beautiful. 

He is our Father who knows and understands us." 


Further, the God who crcated our world is adequate to its needs. What 
He does, reveals what He is, and as we see His powerful guiding hand in the 
orderly law abiding processes of the universe we readily agree that "The 
Lord by wisdom hath founded the earth; by understanding hath established the 
Heavens."" Confidence thus established leads us to reason in favor of 
continued revelation an this wise; 


"If man to man may waft across the world 

A swift winged message on the silent air, 
Shall rodent doubt still gnaw the roots of Faith 
And spoil its fair and fragrant blossom prayer. 
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If patient men by subtle skill devise 

Mysterious stations where their thoughts take flight, 
Is God less wise, that haply He should miss 

The orissons that wing the silent night?" 


"But there is a spirit in man: and the inspiration of the Almighty 
giveth them understanding." (Job#32:8) These words from Job express an 
intimacy with the divine which is further emphasized in Latter=Day scrip- 
ture which traces a common human-divine origin, "Man was also the beginning 
with God, Intelligence, or the light of truth, was not created or made, 
neither indeed can be." (Doc. and Cov, 93:29), because of Godts supreme 
intelligence He became the creator, giving spiritual birth to other in- 
telligences, and organizing a world on which they might progress, "And 
worlds without number have I created; and I also created them for mine 
own purposé..elhe heavens, they are many, and they cannot be numbered unto 
man; but they are numbered unto me, for they are mine. And as one earth 
Shall pass away, and the heavens thereof even so shall another come; and 
there is no end to my works, neither to my words. For behold this is my 
work and my glory to bring to pass the immortality and eternal life of 
mane" (Moses 1:33, 37-39) On the assumption that man is Gods first concern 
we may build our faith that divine revelation is a permanent process 
limited only by human capacity to receive, George A. Barton has cxpressed 
it well in his book "The Religions of the World: 

"If God is good he has been secking to impart to all men a knowledge 

of himself ever since man was man, Just as the success of a teacher 

depends in part upon the degree of : mental ability possessed by his 
pupils, so the success of the Great Teacher has depended upon the 
mental, ethical, and spiritual powers of the races of men....Viewed 
from the human side we may rightly speak of the cvolution of the 

idea of God. Vicwed from the divine side we may speak of the progress 

of revelation, The two ways of speaking are not contradictory, He 

who speaks from the human standpoint does not necessarily deny the 
theological standpoint; he who speaks from the Theological, does not, 
if wise, deny the human facts. In reality, what man discovers is 
identical with what God reveals, Always God would reveal more if 

human weakness and ignorance could grasp ite" (P. 335) 

Man has always tended to conform to his God ideal. As the divine 
attrihutes of justice, love, ritghteousness, etc. gradually became known 
through the prophets, these became the ideals of human conduct. Man strove 
to accept as real that something to which the best in Him irresistibly 
pointed, "Be ye perfect even as your Father in Heaven is perfect" became 
the christian challenge and has influenced human behavior for good more 
than any other ‘single moral or spiritual formula, This formula accepted 
the contribution of the current scriptures toward the unfolding of God's 
moral attributes and pointod to Jesus as a fuller revelation of the God- 
like life. 

"I am the way and the truth and the life: no man cometh unto the 

Father but by me, If ye had known me, ye should have known my 

Father also: and from henceforth ye do know him, and have seen 

him,..The words that I speak unto you I speak not of myself: but 

the Father, that dwelleth in me, he docth the works, Believe me 
that I am in the Father, and the Father in me: or else believe me 

for the very work's sake." (John 14:6-7, 10-11.) 
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The test of the genuinenoss of Jesus! revelation of the Divine is 
pragmatic--living the Christlike way in order to experisnese the sweetness 
and power which springs therefrom; and, living as if God werc, brings a 
double assurance that He is, "If any man will do his will, he shall know 
af the doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether I speak of Myself." 

(John 7:17) 

"God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have cver= 
lasting life. For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn 
the world; but that the world through him might be saved," 

(John 3;16-17) 

The revelation of Himself to man through his Son was consistant with 
His personal qualities of love and human sympathy and with His purposeful 
creation of both man and his abode, Recalling His divinely announced 
program of bringing about the immortality and cternal life of man we read 
with assurance that "There is no end to my works, neither to my words." 
Jesus' command to seek divine perfection was accompanicd with the promise 
that the Holy Ghost would come to the earnest secker after the good life 
to strengthen and clighten him. 

"If ye Love me keep my commandments, and I will pray the 
Father, and he shall give you another comforter, that he may abide 
with you forever even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot 
receive because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye 
know him; for ho dwelleth in you, and shall be in you." (John 14:15-17) 
Accepting Jesus! promisa we may confidently expect a continuation 

of the guiding 2nd sustaining influence of that Holy Spirit. 

In the great plan for man's salvation God works through human agentse 
Whenever new light with reference to God's purpose has come to earth it 
has come through men who have qualified as prophets. 

"Surely the Lord will do nothing but he revealeth his -goerets unto 
his servants the prophets." However, while avenues for individual divine 
communion have always been open, the Lord works through organized authority 
on carth. Dr, Widtsoe puts it this way. 

"The Church, the community of persons “with the same intelligent. 
faith and desire, is the organized agency through which God deals 
with His children, and through which help might be given mane 
Through the church, God's mind_may be read by all,(at least with 
respect to the sturch community) Moreover, the authority to act 
for God must be vestcd somewher® on earth. The church holds this 
universe that when intelligent beings are organized, as of one body, 
they progress faster individually and collectively. The church as 
an organization represen ts God on earth and is the official 
means of communication between men and Godessee" 

With reference to the above named powers Dr. Widtsoe continues: 

"The Priesthood is simply the name given this authority. The , 
body of the Pricsthood consists of the persons who have received 
this authority and who may act for God, on earth, in matters 
pertaining to the church or to th emselves, Without authority 
from God there can be no priesthood", 

When Jesus laid thc foundations for an organized church to promote 
the Kingdom on earth He authorized men to act in the name of God, These 
mén were promise d power and the Holy spirit equal to the demands upon 
thems 
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That the early apostles enjoyed this power is evidenced by their works. In 
modern times that power has been given again as a part of the great 
Restoration movement. It is a potential power which springs into reality 
through religious service, The restored church moves forward under divine 
guidance as men endowed with authority receive revelation from God according 
to need and in harmony with the laws of the priesthood itself, Fundamental 
in its laws of operation is the spirit reflected in the following: 
"Behold, there are many called, but few are chosen, And 

why are they not chosen? Because their hearts are set so much 

upon the things of this world, and aspire to the honors of men, 

that they do not learn this one lesson--that the rights of the 

pricsthood are inseparably connected with the powers of heaven, 

and that the powers of he aven cannot be controllcd nor handled 

only upon the principles of righteousness." (Doc. and Cov. lel: 31,=36) 

Thus it is evident that there are very definite human limitations to 
divine revelation but the very nature of God in His relation to many and 
to the world in which we live, argucs in favor of it. The personal qQualittes 
of His Fatherhood, His expressed purpose with regard to mants destiny, and 
His habit, as aameonad by past experience, of dealing through human 
agency cat authorized organization, gives assurance that we may build our 
faith solidly upon continucd revelation from God. 
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CONTINUOUS REVELATION IN THE CHURCH 
By W. E, Berrett 


Address -- L.D.S, Department of Education Regional Convention 
Provo, Utah, November 8, 1941 


Any discussion of revelation revolves basically around our concept 
of the nature of God, Unless we conceive God in the same light we never 
arrive at the same conclusions in regard to revelations I should like 
to illustrate that thought by referring to the viewpoint of a ereat 
contemporary thinker in the field of religion, Dr. Henry wWieman, of the 
University of Chicago, 

Both Drs Wieman and I believe in God, but our concepts are wholly 
different, for I conceive God as a perfected corporeal personality, while 
Dr. Wieman would think the idea of a personal God as juvenile, and for him- 
self conceives Him as the sum total of all that is good and progressive 
in the Universes To quote his words: 

"God is not.a personality; but God is more worthful than any person- 
ality could bes God is not nature and He is not the universie, He is 
the growth of living connections of value in the universe, If one 
Wishes he can say, this is not God but it is the work of God, Practically 
it comes to the same thing," 

Having divergent views as to the persmality of God it follows that we 
must have divergent views upon the matter of revelation from.Hims. Both Dr, 
Wieman and I believe in revelation as a continuous principle of life but 
when wa use that term we are thinking of entirely different things, Dr. 
Wieman would not accept such a vision as that to Joseph Smith in the grove 
because it does violence to his concept of Gods He would reject the 
reality of heavenly messengers, and the reality of any direct words from 
God to mang His concept of revelation is explained in these words: 

"This then is the real nature and place of revelations It is not a 
miraculous giving of knowledges But it is that change in personality 
which, in one way or another, is required before a man can get any 
knowLedge of anything that lies outside the range of his established 
organization of interest. It is a reorganization of his interests which 
enables him to know a new kind of reality," 

I have taken the liberty to quote Dr. Wieman merely to help clarify 
the issue upon which I am to speak, for while there are many religionists 
who believe in revelation, and in continuous revelation at that, they 
would accept but a fraction of that which I am going to discuss as continu- 
ous revelations 

In order to bring the matter into the clear so that we will not confuse 
the issue directly before this group I am going to venture some definitions, 
I do not make them with any idea that you will acept them in your own 
thinking, but merely to aid you in understanding my meaning in this dise 
cussion, Thus I shall define revelation quite differently from Dry Wiemans 





1. Wieman, The Growth of Religion, pp. 362-3636 
Re Ibid., PpPpe Abe-L1,34 
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I shall refer to the term "revelation" as the name for that act by which 
God makes communication to men, and I shall consider God as a personal, 
corporeal Beings 

I confess that it is a bit presumptuous to set up as already established 
a premise from which the sought~for conclusion must inevitably follow, For 
if God is a perfected personal Béeing,as Joseph Smith ascribed Him to be, it 
logically follows that He can speak to, and otherwise communicate with, His 
children, and whether He hag done so in any one particular generation would 
not alter the continuous reality of its possiblity, The problem would then 
resolve itself to this: "Has God or has He not given revelation toa 
particular people in a particular period or generation of a time," and in 
speaking to such a proposition I become merely a fact-finding committee of 
one, who must pass upon the validity or falseness of the testimony of the 
WitncsscSe 

I confess a little chagrin at being placed in a position so open to 
attack, but neither the scope of my subject, nor the time allotted to develop 
it will pcrmit an attempt to establish the first premise, that God is not 
merely what Dr» Wieman conceives Him to be, but a perfected personal, cor- 
poreal Being, I believe Him to be that. I have a firm conviction that 
Joseph Smith's portrayal of God is true. I hope that all of you have a 
Similar testimony, for if you have, the question in your minds will not be 
whether God can reveal knowledge to men in any or all generations, but only, 
has He done so in our day? 

But to answer that question requires some understanding of the various 
ways by which God communicatcs with His children, The failure to consider 
revelation in its many aspects has caused some to consider it in such a 
restricted sense that examples of revelation may seem wholly lacking among 
onets contemporaries and lead to the orroneous conclusion that revelation 
has ceased, 

Revelation is sometimes had by vision, notably at the beginnings of 
dispensations of the gospel, as a means of restoring a knowledge of the 
true naturo of God, The records of visions are usually prefaced by such 
words as the following: 

"The veil was taken from our minds, and the eyes of our understanding 
were opened." (Doctrine and Covenants 110:1) And again: 

"By the power of the Spirit our eyes were opened and our understand- 
ings were enlightened, so as to see and understand the things of God---.' 
(Doctrine and Covenants, Sec. 76:12) 

Vision is not a prevalent means of communication between God and mane 
Few have experienced it. Only two such communications are found in the 
entire collection of revelations in the Doctrine and Covenants, although 
Joseph Smith received some visions not recorded therein. Few visions are 
found in the Book of Mormon, although the religious experiences of a 
thousand years are recorded, There are relatively few visions recorded in 
either the Old or New Testaments, Many great prophets received no visions 
at all, or at least recorded none, so that in the history of Godts dealings 
with men it is not unusual for generations to pass without any outstanding 
manifestations of this type of revelations 

I do not pretend to understand the law by which some individuals draw 
aside the veil of eternity but I am certain that the law exists. I might 
add that in the light of recent developments in the fields of television 
and wireless photography visions seom reasonable to mé» 
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I do not cxpect, howcver, that many visions will be given to men, even 
to the leadcrs of the Church, for God has decrecd that man shall walk by 
faith and not by sight, to the end that he shall dcevélop strength of 
charactor, I have never forgotton the recorded words of Christ to doubt- 
ing Thomas: “Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: 
blessed are thcy that have not seen, and yet have belicved." (John 20:29) 

A second method of revelation is by the direct words of God or angels, 
The numbcr of recorded instanccs wherein angels have appeared and delivered 
messages to prophets are too numerous and well-known to need specific 
illustration, Like visions, they have not becn confined to any one par~ 
ticular age in man's history, Like visions, they have been most prevalent 
during the various periods of introduction, or restoration of the gospel, 
and have been rarely cxpericneed during othcr periods. Relatively little 
revelation has come to man in this manner, In the book of Doctrine and 
Covenants, for cxample, only two revelations are of this type, namely, 
Sections 13 and 110, 

A third method of revelation is cammunication with the Lord implemented 
by a mechanical devics known among the anciont Hebrews as "Urim and 
Thummim," and among the Nephites as the “Interpretor," Joseph Smith 
reccived such a mechanical device with the Book of Mormon plates and used 
it to communicate with the heavens during the translation of that record, 
not alone as a means of securing tho interpretation of difficult symbols 
and characters, but to obtcin the mind and will of the Lord on sundry 
mattors. Scctions 14-19 in the Doctrine and Covenants ure examples of 
this latter. But again, the use of Urim and Thummim is limited, and 
prophets of God often do not have such an aid to revelation, 

A fourth method of revelation is gonerally termed “inspiration.” I 
realize that the word “inspiration” is susecptible of many definitions, 
so I take thc liberty of defining it, merely that I may be understood, As 
I use the term I mean that mothod of revelation by which God, throuzh the 
Spirit of God, and through the Holy Ghost, stimulates the mind of man so 
that man discerns truth he did not before know, or arrives at conclusions 
ho had not before reached. I want to read the words of the Prophct Joseph 
on this matter: 

"\ person may profit by noticing the first intimation of the spirit 
of revelation; for instancc, when you fcel pure intelligence flowing 
into you, it may give you sudden strokes of ideas, so thnit by noticing 
it, you may find it fulfillod the same day, or soon; (i.e.) those 
things that wore presented into your minds by the Spirit of God, will 
come to pass, and thus by learning the Spirit of God and. understanding 
it, you may grow into the , bible ok of revelation, until you become 
perfect in Jesus Christe" 

The Prophet informs us that at times ideas came into his mind, with 
such force and distinctness that he knew they were of God, Ideas, which 
when written down presented a sequence of thoughts which could only have 
come from a divine sources 

Parley P. Pratt, who was present when the Prophet reccived many such 
revelations, relates: 

"After we had joined in prayer in his translating room, he dictated 
in our presence the following revelation: (Doctrine and Covenants, 
Sec. 50.) Hach sentence was uttercd slowly and very distinctly, and 
with a pause between each sufficiently long for it to be recorded by 

Nee cemiostnenneneneehcneweienanenmnuerannmypeuensncsemenememtten 


3. History of the Church, Vol, TII, p. 381» 
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any ordinary writer in longhand.s 
"This was the manner in which all his written rcvelations were 
dictated and written. There was never any hesitation, reviewing, or 
reading back, in order to keep the run of the subject; neither did any 
of these communications undergo revisions, interlinings, or corrections, 
As he dictated them so they stood, so far as I have witnessed; and I 
was present to witness the dictation of several cammunicnitions of 
several pages each," 4 
The bulk of the revelations in the Doctrine and Covenants were received 
in the above manner, 
The fifth type of revelation is closely connected with the fourth. 
I am going to name it “spiritual confirmation," as it is the assurance 
of the Spirit to 1 man that the course he has deliberated upon is 
acceptable to the Lord, or thit the conclusion he has reached in his 
search for truth is right. This is the most useful ind prevalent of all 
forms of revelntion, It does not destroy the fres agency of man and yet 
prevents him being left in uncertainty. 
In the Doctrine and Covenants, Sec. 58, we read: 
"For behold, it is not mect thet I should command in all things; for 
he that is compelled in all things, the same is a slothful and not a 
Wise servant; wherefore he reeciveth no reward. 
"Verily, I.say, men should be anxiously engsged in 2 good cause, 
and do miny things of their own free will, ind bring to pass much right- 
eousness; 
"For the powcr is in them, wherein they are agents unto themselves 
and inasmuch as men do good they shall in nowise lose their reward," 5 
I would like to emphasize the fact that God does not command, no, not 
cven the heads of His Church, in all things. Most of the problems facing 
the leaders of this church are rdministretive problems which c7n be solved 
by righteous men who apply themselves or they moy be exercising only their 
free agencys No problem, however, is too small, or no decision reached 
So unimportant but that, having cxercised free agency, and having 
arrived at a,plan,.or reached.a.decision, man can pray unto God for His 
approval or disapprovil, and if he is righteous he is entitled to recesive 
ite if the Spirit confirms the matter in his heart, it then has to him 
all the force of a revelation, 
In the ninth scction of the Doctrine and Covenants we rend these words 
concerning the power of God given to the translator of sacred records: 
"But, behold, I say unto.you, that you must study it out in your 
mind; then you must ask me if it be right, and if it is right I will 
eause thrt your bosom shall burn within you; therefore you shall feel 
that it is rights 
"But if it be not right you shall have no such feelings, but you 
Shall have 2 stupor of thought that shall cause you to forget the 
thing which is wrong; thcrefore, you eannot write thet which is ssercd 
save it bo given you from mo,' 
This principle of revelation has never ecased in the Church, Let me 
give you a conercte example, In 1936 the Authoritics of the Church 
inaugurated a Church Welfare Program, Although the Presidency pointed 


4e Parley P. Pratt, Autobio raph » DD. 6566, 
de Doctrine and Covenants, 58: Boon 
6_ lbid., 937~9. 
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out that the Program was based upon revelations given in the early days 
of (the Church, those revelations so, only to the Spirit and not to the 
dctails of the present program, No new "Thus, saith the Lord" was de- 
clared, The details have beon worked out by the delibernitions of men in 
Ghewexocrecise of their free aeencys, But there «has ‘boon mo Lack of revole 
ations I have personally heard each of the First Presideney publicly 
announes, that having taken this matter in prayer to the Lord, he his 
received mn inward assurance of the Spirit that the plan is acceptable 
to the Lords This dovs not mean that the plon is as perfect as though 
God jhad \dictated it; (but sit ts\ininecordenec to'His: will, nnd henes is His 
with) Sn has yvohe Perce “of mevelaAtion to this peoples 

I have taken time to cnumerate the various ways by which God reveals 
His Will to man)beenuse when they arc understood it is not difficult to 
find evidence ‘that revelation has been continuous in the Church, 

1 believe President Grant has testificd that he his nover hed 2 vision, 
but, that.is) the loss prevalent fom, of revelationg»::Brighim Young, 
Wilford Woodruff, Lorenzo Snow, and Joseph F, Smith all hed visions 2nd 
the visions were related publicly by them. Some of the forms of revel~ 
avion nave not, been very prevalcntyin» the Qhurch, But neither have they 
been very prevalent in any period of man's historys 

The problems of the Church, however, have becn met by inspired mens 
Miseponarice have been \inspired sim many .of their contacts «~The Church 
has gone steadily onward, not merely holding on to thit which thse Prophet 
Joseph established, but broadening the program to meet the cver-chenging 
needs». The growth and development ofthe auxilllary organizations, the 
development. of tha vast, Church educctional system, the growth of the 
missions, the growth of Temples snd tumplco work, the wisdom of appoint- 
ments, and the marvelous development of the Church Welfare Program attest 
topan inspired leadershipgs . Christ continucs: to difect the Church because 
it is His Chureh, If His guidance should corse the Church would soon 
become the Church of mone 

We must not forget that, church leaders are mon of frec agency, placed 
by God upon, the, earth \to exereise their own intelligence: and to develop 
their own powerss. God does not rob them of this development by dictating 
to them all, that, thoy dog. To quote the late Be Hs Roberts: "I think it ,7 


ra reasonable conclusion to say that constant, never varying inspiration 


(is, nob a, factor in tho administration of the affairs even of the Church; 


not even good men, no, not though they be prophets or other hizh officials 


of the Ghurch,are atiall, times, and. in all things inspired of Gods It 
is only occasionally and at need thet God comes to their nid.sessMcon arc 
responsible for such blundering 1s may take place in the mancgement of 


_this Diving institution we eall the Church of Christe...It is well nigh as 


dangerous to olaim too, much for the inspiretion of God in the affairs or 


Men ae it is to, claim too dittle, By the first, mon are lod into super~ 


stition, and into blasphemously acerediting their own imperfect actions, — 
thoir. blunders, and possibly even their sins to God; and by the second, 
they, aro apt to..altogcther. clLiminote tho: anfluence of God cree human 
affairs; I pause in doubt which extreme would be the worse." 

You may ask, when are we to know things with certainty? How are we 
to know, when men act and speak under ingpirction? I would like to say 
that we have the sure word of God on the fundamental principles by which 
we can obtain salvation, On other things it is not wise that we should 
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reach finality -- it is the very doubt about the finality of things, the 


fy search for that which is always eluding our grasp, which is the stimuli 


of learning, and the basis of all education, 

But by obediénce we have obtained a right to the inspiration of the 
Holy Ghost, and if we are righteous, we may by the power of the Holy Ghost, 
by revelation, if you will, know the truth of all things; so that a rizht- 
eous member of the Church need not be misled. 

My meager investigation of the lives and actions of the leaders of this 
Church, and my acquaintance with some of our present leaders, has given rise 
to a. conviction that our leaders are inspired when the occasions demand such 
inspiration. The testimony of B, H. Roberts on this matter has strengthened 
my own for many yearse He says: 

"T have had the opportunity of consulting the private journals 

kept by...leading brethren of the Church, in which I have read utterances 

they never expected to see day light. Documents wherein they recorded 

the secret things of their hearts, and their convictions concerning the 
work of God. I gathered much comfort and have been strengthened in my 
own faith by finding these men perfectly honest in thought and word 
respecting the work of God. Their most private utterances were in verfect 
harmony with the things which they publicly proclaimed...and now in the 
presence of these facts I want to saye.sethat God has spoken in this day 

in which we live." 

There is revelation to which the leaders of the Church are entitled by 
virtue of their offices and callings in the Priesthood. But all members of 
the Church are also entitled to revelation, In ancient times the apostle 
Paul declared, "No man can say that Jesus is the Lord but by the Holy 
Ghost."" Joseph Smith has said that no one can know this truth without a 
personal revelation. But tens of thousands in the Church have this 
knowledge. The Holy Ghost has confirmed this truth in my heart, so that 
I'am the recipient of revelation, and can speak with assurance on this 
matter. I do not need to speak of continual revelation to you who are 
assembled here. You yourselves are witnesses of the fact. I have heard 
most of you bear public testimony to the Divine Nature of Jesus Christe 
This testimony you could not honestly give without revelation -- the spirit- 
ual confirmation of this truth in your hearts, ‘Every man or woman in this 
Church who can honestly and sincerely testify that he knows God lives, and 
that Jesus is the Christ, is by the same breath testifying to the continu- 
ance of revelation in the Church. 

The Priesthood of God confers the right of revelation upon all the members 
of the Church when they lay hands upon them for the gift of the Holy Ghost. 
Volumes could’be written containing the testimonies of Church members as 
to the continual blessings which revelation brings, 

Let us not confuse inspiration with vision, or spiritual confirmation | 
with the direct visitation and instructions of angels. Revelation is by 


\ Many ways and in many degrees, 


Nor is revelation confined to the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, but God reveals His will to all the nations and peoples of the 
earth in the degree to which they can receive it. But this people has 
been raised up and prepared for revelation, and has been called toa work 
requiring it, and been given special rights to it so that we are indeed a 
blessed peoples 

In the 68th Section of the Doctrine and Covenants we read: 

"Behold, and lo, this is an ensample unto all those who are ordained 
unto this Priesthood, whose mission is appointed unto them to go forth; 
"And this is an ensample unto them, that they shall speak as they 


a 
8. BeHeRoberts, Defence of the Faith, Vol. I, Pp 530=53le 
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are moved upon by the Holy Ghoste 

"And whatsoever they shall speak when moved upon by the Holy Ghost 
Shall be scripture, shall be the will of the Lord, shall be the mind 
of the Lord, shall be the word of the Lord, shall be the voice of the 
Lord, and the power of God unto salvation.”® 
I wish to close with these remarkable words of revelation found in the 

76th Section of the same book of scripture: 

"7, the Lord, am merciful and gracious unto those who. fear me, and 
delight to honor those who serve me in righteousness and in truth unto 
the end. 

"Great shall be their reward and eternal shall be their glory. 

“And to them will I reveal all mysteries, yea, all the hidden 
mysteries of my kingdom from days of old, and for ages to come, will 
I make known unto them the good pleasure of my will concerning all 
things pertaining to my kingdom...» 

“And their wisdom shall be great, and their understanding reach 
to heaven; and before them the wisdom of the wise shall perish and 
the understanding of the prudent shall come to naught. 

“For by my Spirit will I enlighten them and by my power will I 
make known unto them the secrets of my will -- yea; even those things 


which eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor yet entered into the heart 
of man." 


all sili biplane ines teleesaio- testes thls 
9. Doctrine and Covenants, Sec, 68:24, 
10. Ibid., See. 76: 5-10. 
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- III + 
EVIDENCE OF DIVINE GUIDANCE 
IN THE PRESERVATION OF THE SCRIPTURES 
By Elijah M,. Hicken 


Address -- L.D.S, Department of Education Regional Convention 
Pocatello, Idaho, October 25, 1941 


Bruce Barton calls the Bible “The Book Nobody Knows." Perhaps he is 
right. Too many of us resemble a member of a christian church who once 
said to his pastor, with an air of pride, "I have been through the Bible 
five times this year." His Pastor looked at him, then queried: “How 
often has the Bible been through you?" 

If men knew their Bible, knew the history of its making, it would no 
longer be necessary to seek for evidence of Divine guidance in the pre- 
servation of the Scriptures, To be assured that the Scriptures are a 
revelation from God man must come to know for himself that God, the great 
Designer, provided ways and means to protect the sacred literature which 
was the Bible in the making, 

The Bible itself is the best witness of its divinity and gives evidence 
that God was mindful of its making as it grew from one little manuscript 
to the noted sixty-six books now known as Holy Writ. 

Conspicuous in John Randolph's library was a family Bible. Surround- 
ing it were many books, some for and others against its truthfulness, as 
an inspired revelation. | 

@ne day Mr. Randolph had a clergyman as his guest, and the Family 
Bible became ‘a topic of conversation, The eccentric orator said, "I 
“was raised by a pious mother (God bless her memory) who taught me the 
Christian religion in all its requirements. But, alas} 1 grew up an 
infidel -- if not an infidel complete -- yet a decided deist. But when 
I became a man, in this as well as in political and all other matters, 

I resolved to examine for myself, and never to pin my faith to any other 
man's sleeve. So I bought that Bible; I pored over it; I examined it 
carefully. 1 sought and procured those books for and against it; and 
when my labors were ended, I came to this irresistible conclusion = 

The Bible is true. It would have been as easy for a mole to have 
written Sir Isaac Newton's treatise on Optics as for uninspired men to 
have written the Bible." 

From the dawn of Bible literature, we can find no time when that 
literature was not held sacred as the word of God. The writers themselves 
often spoke of it as such, That which is in the Old Testament is ascribed 
to God 2,600 times. The prophets claim that their words were inspired by 
God 1,300 times and the writer of Psalms makes like claim 196 times. Such 
a statement can be found in the historic books 418 times; and if you care 
to look, you will find that in the first five books of the Bible, the claim 
that the scriptures are "words of God" is made 680 timese 

Jesus repeatedly spoke of the Old Testament as the word of God, He 
said: "Have you not read that which was spoken unto you by God, saying, 

I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac and of Jacob." (Matt.22: 31-32) 

The Bible really is a revelation of God, as God could and did make 
Himself known through His chosen instrument -- Mane 

The Bible reveals to us a wondrous story of God as it touches the lives 


~ 13 = 


. «Ie | 
MMACIUY SMIVIG %O SOMGIVE 
PCAUTTIANE BHT TO KOTTAVAMERAL BHT UI 
poxolt 4M datiit yd 


AolinevnacodD Lanctsef soldsouhk ‘to tnemtingged f.C.1 -- seombba 
sel ,8S-redotod ,ofebl ,olletsood . | 


al od eqsitod ",awonk ybodoM dood efT” oldi@ edt elieo notte soutd 
oon0 afw dorudo nsidaitio e lo tedmom s ofdmesor ey to yorm oof ,»tdgia 
| Ofdis. add devord? coed sved I" ,ebing to tis ae dtiw ,cosenq etd o¢ bise 
wou" ibokteup godt ,mid ts bexool todesY eb “,ae0y eldt nomtt evit 
! | ' "Suox dguotdd neod eldid odt end aedito 

. O& Sivow +f ,galtam att to ytoteid oft weak ,oldia tiods woad nom YW 
—otq oft of Sonebiug onivid to seaebive tot Axess oF yiseevsen od tegaol 
& ois Bsotusqinoe odd dadt bowwees od oJ ,sommdqiro® ofd Yo mol tevree 
taots oft , bod tsdd tloemtd tot woud of moo Jeum cam boo mort ooldsiover 
foidw emdorethl! berssr oft Joadorg o¢ anpem- bas eysw bebivotqg ,teametesd 
} . eadidem eft at oldid.odt sew 

Sonobive eevta bore ysinivib eti to arontiw teed ods at tloeti cfaka ont 
tqitoesarm elsif cao mott worn df ea snidem ett Yo Lu'tbain saw bod tedt 
, stith yflok es owoml won aslood xte-yéxie. boson odt ot 

“bovorme ,eldifi ylimet e asw yrerdti e'dqloboasi adot ai evouvntganod 
6S ,etonivtddutd eti tnaioge ereddo haan tot ome ~BA4ood Yaam. etow ti gat 
| , sttoitetover-botiqea! as 

. ¥iimet edt bes ,teous etd ee aamyatelo e Had dqlobuph .té yeh end 


i* bles todato oindneoos ong »foltsetovaco to otqotd o emsoed- ofdth 


, Of9 om tisuat ow. (yromom tod eeeld bod) todtom evolq ep xd beets: saw 
. Re quwot | feels ,ju ,etaomotivper ett Lie alt Mointfort netéeindd 
godw dug. edetob bobiooh s toy ~~ otolomoo Iebitai ns gon tk «- fobitat 
«2tottam tonto [is bus faettifog mi se Ilew ee eldt oi ,oan e omeood I 
‘todto Yas ot Ativt yw aig of tevon foo ,tLoeym tot saimexs ot bovioeer I 
Ji boatmexe I itt t98vo bhetog I qwldtd sed tdevod I of ,oveolsa etaem 
bae ,3t taniene bas rot eaood esods boxvootq bas Jtopyoe ¢  eXilvterss 
won o™ MOleufonoo sididateotrtt eidd of omeo, I ,bebao otow aiodel ym naedw 
ove of Clom 5 Tol yess eas nood. evad biuow 3] garct el: oldla od? 
oF aom houipenion tot es eettqO no setteentd ataodwell ossek tif sets iaw 
*, “eidid odt nedtixw oven 

edd nedw emit on balt ase aw oWhetedill eldid to awsb ent mort 
eovioemedd etesinw eT -,boD to brow edt as betose bled gon esw omdssredtl 


. beditozp ef.daemeteeT bLO ed¢ al at ilo fw. tadt. efouve ep ti to saoge-aedto 


_ do betiqeni- eter ebrow tiedt tedt mieto etedgorg edt ,nemit 000,8 bod of 
‘Hour. snomit O41 misio exit eexem emiseT to tetiqw edd bas eomts NOE, f bod 
BIHO- OY Ti.bae jromlt BLA exood oftotald odd of bavot ed aso toemetsse e 
misie oft. ,eidid edt to atood evit. seri? edd ot dads Sart {fiw voy ,xoot of 
- etomtd O83 ebem ei “bod to abrow" ers esrwdgitoe odd sads 
Sfi bod to. brow edt ee taomsteeT £10 edd to sdoge yibevseqet ayrel 
. . eAiype bob yd voy otau nedoqge eaw doldw. teddé boot toa voy evsH" :bise 
(SExfE;SSet3eu).".doost ‘to bas ossel to hod edd bas ,medstdA to bo) edt me I 
Oem bib bre bitoe bod ps bed to soldsievet s at yilset efdlé edt 
, MBM -- Saomitent meeoto: ath dgvotdd awond tloenth 
eevil oft eefouot ti se Bob to ytode avotbaow e ey of efsevet, oldid odT — 


i, ; ei ‘plas 4) py i 
«Ah il ae Ui re 





i, 





of men, portraying them with all their faults and failings, revealing 
their nobility of character, and showing the beauty of their lives ina 
perfectly natural setting. We should think of the Bible as growing out 
of a long period of history through which God and man are joint partners. 
The Bible has acquired a sacredness which religious-minded folk revere, 
To them it is sacred because they accept it as holy scripture, the Word! 
of God, Most of them are not blind in this acceptance, because they are 
aware that errors and untruths have crept into the Bible through the 
imperfections of mene Those who revere the Bible hold it sacred not- 
Withstanding it came out of real life and was born out of actual history, 

J. Patterson Smyth, in "The Bible in the Making," has written: 

"So far as we can judge, God's providence worked on natural lines, 
Evidently it is a true history in the main, but we have no right to 
assume that they were miraculously guarded fram any inaccuracies of 
figure or fact in all these ancient sources; therefore, we cannot claim 
infallibility for every detail." (Page 28) 

From the makers of the Bible, who were God's chosen people, came most 
of the social, legal, cultural, moral and religious heritage which wo to- 
day enjoy, Indeed the Bible has long been spoken of as "The Corner Stone 
of Civilization." England owes her national ideals to it. America reveres 
it because from it came the inspiration which moulded the thought of the 
founders of our government, Theodore Roosevelt onee said, "Every think- 
ing man realizegs what many forget, that the teachings of the Bible are so 
interwoven and entwined with our whole civic and social life that it would 
be literally, I do not mean figuratively, I moan literally -- impossible 
for us to figure to ourselves, what that life would be if these teachings 
were removed. Almost every man who has by his life added to the sum of 
human achievement, of which the race is proud, of which our people are 
proud, almost every such man has based his life work largely upon the 
teachings of the Bible," 

The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, even Jesus Christ claims the Bible 
to be a revelation from.God, In reproving the Jews he told them to, 

“Search the scriptures, for in them ye think ye have eternal life, 
and they are they which testify of me; for had ye believed Moses, ye 
would have believed me: for he wrote of me." (John 5:39-46) 

God did find a way to reveal himself to man and that way was through 
his servants the prophets, who wrote when moved upon by the spirit of 
God. By them God revealed spiritual truths to man, These prophets were 
the saviors of the 01d Testament. They were the natural and historical 
forerunners of Jesus. Had there been no prophets to prepare the people 
of Israel for the coming of Jesus it is very likely that thore would 
have been no New Testament. Without a school master to prepare them for 
his coming and the work of his ministry, Jesus would have been to all of 
them, as He was to’many =e just an imposter, a usurper of authority. 

Think of a book whose literary productivity spans thirtcen centurics 
of time, still making sense today, Consider its message, applicable for 
all time and to all men, Pieture its thirty or more authors writing 
over intervals during that long period of time. Sec: them penning their 
inspired words in the land of Sinai or farr off Babylon, in the land of 
Palestine, or in the great city of Rome, Then bring their writings to- 
gether in onc volume and have that volume make sense from beginning to 
end. Surely you will be led to say: A marvelous book, a book with an 
unimpeachable testimony -- a great miracles 
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Imagine, if you can, how little of the present Bible would have been 
preserved if someone had not discovered how to make writing in such a way 
that it could pass from one to another, Note the progress of the written 
message and therein you may see the hand of a great Designer bringing to 
pass an eternal design, Fortunate, nay providential, indeed, was the 
invention of the printing press, Without this device how could the 66 
books of the Bible, made up in the old fashioned roll, or ancient book, 
and written by the slow hand of copyists ever have become the "Worlds 
Best Seller?" How could each individual have ever gained access to the 
Bible? 

Truly God provided this method of preserving sacred literature that 
men might have a witness that He Lives and cares for man. 

Having a message and a means, there must be an urge to make that message 
available to man, That urge came to men whom God raised up for that 
purpose, Jerome called that message the Divine Library, (Wycliffe saw in 
that body of sacred literature a message for all time and for all men, 
When he learned that it was being perverted or hidden from the world he 
proceeded to translate the scriptures into the English tongue, making it, 
as one of the Chroniclers angrily complains, "common and more open to lay-=- 
men and to women than it was wont to be to clerks well learned and of good 
understanding, so that the pearl of the gospel is trodden under the foot 
of swine." For his service to humanity and the progress of religious 
freedom he was the object of religious persecution and intolerance, Only 
an immature death before his enemies could strike saved him from martyr- 
dom, so bitter was the opposition against Wycliffe's Bible. . 

But Wycliffe had accomplished a God-given deed for the seed that had 
been sown brought a harvest from the beginnings Many others began to feel 
and see as he had felt. They too made translations and labored to make 
the message of the scriptures available to the public, 

Young William Tyndale, while a student at Cambridge, read the New 
Testament in the Greek language, as compiled by the great scholar, Erasmus, 
He read it again and again. He was charmed by its beauty and spirit. It 
took hold of him very much as it was about to seize upon the stout heart 
of Martin Luther, Like Wycliffe he felt that the scriptures should be 
widely circulated. When he urged the matter on the priests one of them 
said, “we had better be without God's laws than the Popes," Tyndale was 
indignant and defied the Pope and all his laws, saying, “If God spare me 
I will one day make the boy that drives the plough in England to know 
more of scripture than the Pope does," . These were prophetic words, 
inspired by a true and living God. Did not John say, “These things are 
written that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, 
and that, believing, ye might have life through His name?" (John 20:31) 

Tyndale followed his cherished hope but was driven from England by his 
enemies. Through divers ways, his English translation of Erasmust Greek 
New Testament found its way to England and there proved to be the inspira- 
tion that brought men to a more rational comprehension of God. 

Luther and many other Reformers followed, all inspired with the one 
thought, -- God intended this treasure house of truth to be possessed by 
the people, Driven by that impulse, each plunged into the task with 
fervor, believing that God stood by, ready to aid and promote his ad- 
venture. It was God's message and He willed that the world should have 
it. To those who read the pages of Sacred Writ, there may come a realiza- 
tione that there has been a Divine purpose in the preservation of those 
sacred writings: Namely, to reveal to man that God is and that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of the true and living God, 
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EVIDENCES OF THE DIVINE IN THE LIF# OF 


ABRAHAM, TH FATHER OF ISRAEL 
By Brandt D. Jorgensen 


Address -- L.D.S, Department of Education, Regional Convention, 
: Hphraim, Utah, November 1, 1941 


In the land of Chaldea, where the mighty rivers, the Tigris and the 
Euphrates, mingle their waters, lived a man whose name was Abraham, 

Into the home of his father, Terah, had come strange customs, un- 
familiar practices of worship, introduced to the inhabitants of the land 
by Pharaoh of Egypt, who held the land under subjection and who had brought 
with his conquering armics his priests and their manner of worshipping, 

These methods were brutal as they were weird to the eys of Abraham,’ 
The people were expected to give obeisance to the God of Pharaoh and the 
Sun God Shagreel. Those who would not submit to these inhuman practices, 
of giving their children as sacrifices on the alters of these dumb idols 
of wood and stone, were forced to the alters and their own lives taken as 
an offering of appeasment to the Gods, 

It was against these evils that Abraham raised his voice, not being 
Willing to adhere, as his kinsfolk had, to these strange rites. But his 
father's people disregarded his pleadings, turning their hearts to the 
sacrifices of thc heathens. 

During a day of sacrificing to the God of Pharaoh, in which the lives 
of men, women, and children had been offered to these strange gods; three 
young virgins, who would not submit to the rituals, were taken to the alter 
and sacrificed, Abraham, who had been watching these brutal orgies, was 
pointed out to the chief priest as one who was adverse to the worship of 
the God of Pharaohs The priests were ordered to overpower Abraham and drag 
him to the alter to be offered in a like manner as the virgins had been 
Slain, 

In the moment that the priests lifted their hands to take Abraham's 
life he lifted his voice to the Lord God. And in his own words of the 
experience that followed Abraham says: 

"And the Lord hearkened and heard, and he filled me with the vision 
of the Almighty, and the angel of his presence stood by me, and 
immediately unloosed my bands; and his voice was unto me: Abrhaman, 
Abraham, behold, my name is Jehovah, and I have heard thee, and have 
come down to deliver thee, and to take thee away from thy father's 
house, and from all thfy kinsfolk, into a strange land which thou 
knowest not of; and this because they have turned their hearts away 
from. me,..sBehold, I will lead thee by my hand, and I will take thee, 
to put upon thce my name, even the Priesthood of thy Father, and my 
power shall be over thee, As it was with Noah so shall it be with thee; 
but through thy ministry my name shall be known in the earth forever, 
for I am thy Gods. Accordingly a famine prevailed throughout all the 
land of Chaldea, and my father was sorely tormented because of the 
famine, and he repented of the evil which he had determined against 
my life. 

"Now the Lord God cause the famine to wax sore in the land of Ur, 
insomuch that Haran, my brother died; .... the Lord had said unto me: 
Abraham, get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and fron 
thy father's house, unto a land that I will show thee, Therefore lI 
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Left the land of Ur, of Chaldees, to go to the land of Canaan, and I took 
Lot, my brother's son, and his wife, and Sarai my wife; and also my father 
followed after me, unto the land which we denominated Haran....and my 
father tarried in Haran and turned again unto his idolatry, But I Abraham, 
and Lot, my brother?s son, prayed unto the Lord, and the Lord appeared unto 
me, and said unto me: Arise, and take Lot with thee; for I have purposed 
to take thee away out of Haran, and to make of thee a minister to bear my 
name in a strange land which I will give unto thy seed after thee for an 
everlasting possession, when they hearken to my voice." (Abraham 1:2) 

The story of Abraham is continued in Genesis, Chapter 12, It is also 
briefly told by Stephen before the Council of Synagogues as recorded in 
Acts 7:4-15: 

"Then came he (Abraham) out of the land of the Chaldeans, and dwelt 
in Charran: and from thence, when his father was dead, he removed hin 
into this land, wherein ye now dwell, 

"And he gave him none inheritance in it, no, not so much as to 
set his foot on, yet he promised that he would give it to him for a 
possession, and to his seed after him, when as yet he had no childs 

"And God spake on this wise, that his seed should sojourn in a 
strange land and that they should bring them into bondage, and entreat 
them evil four hundred years, 

“And the nation to whom they shall be in bondage will I judge, 
saith God: and after that shall they come forth, and serve me in 
this palces. 

"And He gave him (Abraham) the covenent of circumeision; and so 
Abraham begat Isaac and circumcised him on the cighth day, and Isaac 
begat Jacob; and Jacob begat thse twelve patriarchs. 

"And the patriarchs, moved with envy, sold Joseph into igypt: 
but God was with him, and delivered him out of all his afflictions, 
and gave him favor and wisdom in the sight of Pharaoh king of Egypt; 
and he made him governor over Egypt and all his house, 

“Now there came a dearth over all the land of Egypt and Chanaan, 
and great affliction: and our Fathers found no sustenance, 

"But when Jacob heard that there was corn in Egypt, he sent out our 
fathers first. And at the second time, Joscph was made known to his 
brethren: and Josephts kindred was made known unto Pharaoh, 

"Then sent Joseph, and called his Father Jacob unto him, and all 
his kindred threescore and fifteen souls, 

"So Jacob went down into Egypt and died, he and our fathers." 


The Divine Promise 


"To interpret and appreciate the early biblical stories," Kent 
says, "it is important to adopt the point of view of the prophetic 
narratorse All details, the method of revelation, the size of 
Abraham's family, the nature of his journey and the age in which he 
lived -- are omitted, and our attention is fixed only on the essential 
facts. To the Patriarch came the divine call to break those bonds 
of land and kindred which are especially strong in the East, and to 
seek a new home and destiny in the ereat western world, ‘vith the 
call went the promise that he should become the father of a great 
nation and that the divine blessing would attend him, so that he and 
his descendents would enjoy reknown and the most signal evidences of 
Jehovah's favore.. Even as the first part of this brief story 
illustrates the fact that Abrahamts eyes were fixed only on Jehovah 
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and the future of his race, so the latter part emphasizes his fine 

disregard for things material... With the spirit of the true prophet, 

Abraham leaves behind all that men usually cherish most and sets out 

on his long journey, In Canaan also he disregards his personal 

interests and is intent only on knowing and doing the will of God -« 

he is supremely worthy to be the father of a prophetic nation, Blessed 

was by a race that had such a character held up thus prominently before 
it." 

This eminent influence was felt in all the generations from Abrahamts 
time to the advent of Jesus, For during His ministry, "we be Abrahamts 
seed," ~ and "Abraham is our Father," 3 were boastful expressions of 
designing Pharisees, 

Geographically, the new land into which Abraham moved, was unique, It 
was the causeway of many tribes and nations, Herein were to be found new 
peoples interfusing their customs and ideas, Pointing out the new dif- 
ficulties that Abraham would have to face, Kent says, "A prophet nation 
was demanded to separate the true gold from the dross superstition; to 
conserve that which was vital and eternal in the older Semitic religions 
and to become the agent of a new and far higher revelation," 

The stories of Abraham and his progeny, as they inhabit the new westem 
world, are of profound interest, They voice the hopes and ideals of the 
Hebrew race, as promised Abraham by the Lord, Jehovah, Teeming populations, 
great prosperity and enduring protection are embodied in the divine 
assurance. 

In Genesis, Chapter 14, the capture of Lot and his return to his people, 
through the efforts of Abraham, depict Abraham's chivalrous nature, "as 
generous as he is brave and energetic, the embodiment of the noblest 
ideals of faith and character, the real father of the faithful," 2 

Institutions which preceded Moses had their creation through Abraham 
or his descendents. The story of Lot and his choice of the land, when 
trouble arose between the herdsman of Lot and Abraham, illustrates con- 
eretely a universal truth which later found expression as "Blessed are 
the peacemakers, for they shall be called the children of God," and 
"Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth." 

Again the account of Abraham's hospitality is one of the most realistic 
in oriental literature -- the hot motionless air of the desert noontide, 
Abraham seated at his tentdoor seeing the approach of three visitors, 
his zealous entertainment of them, making them feel that it was his 
picasure to receive thom, preparing with dispatch for their needs, serv- 
ing and attending them personally, in the shade of the oaks. 

This concept of unselfish service as herein displayed found its interes 
pretation and re-emphasis in the life of Jesus as expressed in the words 
of Matthew, “whosoever will be great among you, let him be your minister; 
and whosoever will be chief among you, 1:t him be your servant: ven 
as the Son of man comes not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and 
to give his life a reason for many." 6 And, “Well done, thou good and 
faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will, make 
thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord." 


J 
Ti ss de esnmlblbppbtsbotonns 
lL. Kent, C.F. Heroes and Crises of Early Hebrew History, Seribners, NoYeo 
1908 pp. 77-79. 
2. John 8:33. 
3. John 8:39. 
4. Kent, Opp. Cit, P. 82-83. 
5, .0bids, Pe 750 
6. Matt. 20:26-28, 
Te Matt. 25:21. - 18 - 
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As the gucsts depart, a blessing is assured to the faithful and aged 
patriarch and his wife that within the year they should have a son. Also 
the true mission of the three visitors is revealed, The city where Lot 
and his kindred dwelt was to be destroyed. Here again the prophet discloses 
his greatness, to plead with Jehovah for the lives of “his golfish, luxury 
loving kingiian and the shameless and corrupt Canaanites," 

The trial of Abraham's faith came in connection with the sacrifice of 
his son. As recorded in Genesis, "God did tempt Abraham, saying, take now 
thy son, Thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and gct thee into the land 
of Moriah; and offer him there for 2 burnt offering upon one of the mount- 
ains which I will tell thee of." 9 "To fully appreciate Abraham'ts devotion 
to Jehovah it must be remembered th2it the patriarchts strongest hopes and 
ambitions could be realized only through his son Isaac." 10 To Abraham it 
was a vivid and realistic occasion, Years before: in the land of Chaldca, 
he had faced a similar ordeal, his body bcing bound and ready for the 
ritual knifc. Now the lad thit he loved, unsuspecting and innocent of the 
true object of their mission, was made ready for the sacrifice. "The 
aged patriarch mst unflinchingly this supreme test of his faith and 
obedience... The lad's innocent questions only added to the patriarch's 
agony, but his faith in God never failed him, with calm assurance ho 
performed cach painful detail," 11 

"And Isaac spake unto Abraham his father, and said, Behold’ the fire 
and the wood: but where is the lamb for 2 burnt offering? And Abraham 
said, My son, God will provide himself 21 lamb for a burnt offcring."™ L 
His faithful petition was not unavailing, for an angel of the Lord called 
him and said "lay not thine hand upon the lad, for now I know that thou 
fearest God, seeing thou hvst not withheld thy son, thine only son from 
me." 13 and Abraham offered a ram for the sacrifices 

Here was a man who was patterned after God's own heart, “Though he l 
were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he suffered." 4 
"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life," 1) 
"Then answered Jesus and said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
The Son ean do nothing of himsclf, but what he seeth the Father do; for 
what things soever he doeth, these also doeth the Son likewise. For has 
Father loveth.the Son, and showeth him all things that himself doeth." 1 
These were the sayings of Jesus, the Jehovah, of the Old Testament, who 
found in Abraham a prototype of Himself, one who knew no limitations of 
faith in God, willing and ready if nceds be to march with his life to 
the alter, No claim too great and no labour too exacting, "His victorics 
were victories over self, and his conquests were conquests of divine 
favor. By absolute obedience and trust he wins back, even in the midst 
of crowded, warring Canaan, that intimate relation with God and that 
divine favor" l17which were lost in the Beginnings 

“With his eyes fixed solely on God and intent only in the future of the 
race,” 18 Apraham has fathered a race of men, the likes of which the world 
has never known. “As a light that shincth in darkness," so has the 
heritage of Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph illuminated the soulgs of mene 


8. Kent, Opp. Cit., page 90. 15- John 3:16. 

9. Genesis 22:1-3, 16. John 5:19,206 | 

10. Kent, Opp. Cite, page 93. 17. Kent, Opp, GCit., page Due 
LL. Opp. Cit. , page 93. 18. Ibid, page 94. 


12. Genesis 22:7-8. 
L3. Thia, 12. 
lde Hebd. 5:8. 
m 19 














bose Dro Intitts? odd of bewene et pateeodd 
oetk .fow rc oved bivode yod? taey odd niddtw st 
tol otcdw ysio eff ,bolcoven et erodtely oc 


wor cadet ,gniyee ,medexdA gqtod BEb BOO” ,etnono at bofrotut eA. "3 , 
fori vdd adn sedd Jog bar ,teovoel vodd modw ,oseel noe yino cake? . 


ry i 
r ‘ 
4 
r 


~Idmom oft to ono soqw anixeTio tnd c got otedt mid totto fon pheltoM to 7 
noltovebh atmadaidéA ofoloesqqr vitor of" © 8.20 eons Lida fLiw I dotdw acie i) 
fac eocod teogsotse etforetagac oft de dd botsdmemot od dewm dt ‘dovodet ot P| 
$i medeotdA of 04 * genre non eit Mguotdd yino bostirot ed Hid enottidmes sea 


ef0HLeH0 to bart oft si orolod erscY ,aoiessoo oiteiioet bas biviv s sew 
08d oT Yboot bas bawod gated ybod eld ,leobao aadimie se Boor? ra. od 
odd Yo dn oconnt bar gatdooqeweau ,bovol of decd bel odd wo os thaw Lem 
cdi" ,eoltigens od¢ Tot ybeot obom exw ,poleeim tiodd to dootde. ovr 
ban ddict aid to geod omotque etd‘ yleatdonat Itay dom Gotertdeq, howe 
atdorstaseg odd of bobdbe. yine enoiseoup. tnveonal ef bel: od? «.,corutbedo: 
of consumer miso doth att belict gown bod at ddtet ata dud: enogs: 
{l- *  kindob LeYaing. dopo. Trg: 
ont? oft bhomod.,bice bos proldet. ade mederdh odes. cdeqe: onsedl. baa’ 
nederth bok Fenitolte saad’ s: 1oT dimes: ods et otedh dod. sboow-odd ‘bing: 
Si wlecdtoNI: tamud © Wt dmel > tloembd obivotg: iLiw Boo. , foe. yl, bise- 
fo lise’ prod. odd’ To forte oe wt: ,wetiieves don gew noisisoq. Let fe! et: | 
voss' todd woax I’ wor xt! be. ot: nogu bard: omit: goo yol” Slee bas mid fs 
MTT noe ylag eaits ,noe yds blerddiw tom deed world gatece , bot: Jevape?t’ 
iy soot tianne ond cok. mots Sone tYo mnderdA bad ©4- * {ear 
on depotT®” ,¢¢hod owo ethod ted%h bearedtey, eow ow oom cp ecw: ore 
W o8aotitbe od Motaw anit’ odd yd: oon bode, on bemtrotl toy, .mo 6 etow. hj 
| ddd" AON adt¥opod yoo wid" owes om dhdd .bivow odd boved.o& bod ToT? i} 
L- "elit: gaiterigeve oved sud dettog tou: Divodte wit nl. ddoves lod aoveoronw: ‘ait 
Hoy odmm- yor I yy livoy: ylivey: .gedd. otoe: bhee bas eveot borwswane nedT* *\ 
mT 765 toddc% oft dtoog of: shih gud: foemwtin: to stiddgon ob ane. sof off [ae 
aft? 701 ,.eatWodll. nof afd ddsob oetroRcds:  daeok od teveoe amatdd: tadw 
"@d90h Tloamid tide apnidd Iie oth Atewode bar OF odd dtovel tadded. - 
ofW ,dmmedeoT BIO ots to .devodel odd’ .eueel to. egniysr ofd oxow-ononT © 
to emoidtdinil.on woot ofw ano eiloamif: to sqydodorg.s modogdd al: dro. | 
OF oti. eit déiw dovem of o@ ehedn ti. bout bor yniliiw .bod af détet i | 
soltodoiv efH" .gattoaxs cot auodhl on bite trots oot miels.of etodis orfs> | 
onivid le etesupnos stow etsoupaos: eid bas «idee Tove eeltotoiv otaw. 
debim odd ni move .Aord. eniw. on’ deers: bap som ibedo- otihLouda yd saovet. ii 
Jett bes hoo dtiw ool toler. stamtent dead eeted solerow: .fiebwors. Io 
, stitinatzed oft al geol. srew Abtdw\* “over. onivit. 
ofS Io omIUT ods at yino Jaesnt bar bob. no Yioioe Bextt soy, eld. dvi 
Bitow ods Asidw-To edit ef? ,z0n 20. oon co boteddct end’ maiaroa 8 Wont: 
ond Ee 08 “yee mtich ol décatie dedd: see 6 BAY ewawoud toved and 
efOM: TO saluoe od Betoubwlli aqeret Bas: sdoost ,onsel YW. ogsdiqod 











Olt niol: ofl | WP OBDQ gud tO: 

OS, LICE stot sdf i a 

@O org ..d20 yaqd winod VT 
od’ SeLeq ,bidi .BL 


OL 0 


"Israel's glory consists not in what it achieved as a nation, but in 
the ideals it gave the world," 19 Its religion made the children of 
Abraham a peculiar people and has raised up such a host of great leaders 
as has never appeared among any other people. we see in these leaders 
spiritual geniuses and statesmen who were inspired to interpret to man 
Gods laws of the Universe. Their writings have become treasures of 
knowledge. It is difficult to overestimate the force and influence these 
Hebrew peoples, past and present, are having on our own generatione 

"We owe to this .small corner, (Palestine) a larger debt than perhaps 
we imagine. First of all comes the Hebrew religion, which has been one 
of the greatest moral forces in history. By-products of that religion 
are the Old Testament with its wealth of spiritual teaching and inspira- 
tion, and Christianity with its New Testament," 29 We must not, however, 
forget that Jesus Christ was born in this chosen lineage. Under the 
stimulus of the virtues as recorded in the Old Testament and the New, 
the world has received meritorious help, From the early Hebrew prophets 
has come the insight for freedom and brotherhood, as well as the urge to 
seek for the eternal source for all life, wisdom and goodness, the Creator 
of the "Heavens and the earth and all things that in them are," 


19. Bailey, As E.; Kent, C. F. Seribners, N, Ye. 1935 page, 35h. 
. 20. Ibid, pages 11-14. 
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EVIDENCES OF THE DIVINE IN THE WORKS OF 
MOSES AND IN THE TEN COMMANDMENTS 
By Ralph B. Keeler 


Address -- L.D.S, Department of Education, Regional Convention, 
Provo, Utah, November 8, 1941. 


In reading the account setting forth the life and works of Moses one 
can hardly escape the inevitable conclusion that God was at the helm in 
leading Israel, The Divine speaks out through him in majesty and power, 
and the words of God come to mind: "I have a work for thee, Moses, my 
SON;eseefOr thou shalt deliver my people ffom bondage, even Israel my chosene"* 

The Lord was mindful of Moses even in his infancy. It was no mere 
accident that he was placed in a water-proofed crib where he would be 
found by the Pharaoh's daughter and thus escape the Egyptian sword, God 
was interested in the protection of the life of this future prophet and 
where better could he be cared for than in the household of the Pharaoh -- 
with his own mother as nurse-maid -+ at a time when the murderous edict 
against children was being ruthlessly executed? 

And this Moses must be schooled and trained for his great mission a- 
head, In all Egypt no better place was afforded than the royal court’ 
where he could be trained as a soldier, a champion on the battlefield, 
and a leader of men. Then too, he could achieve the culture and learn- 
ing of his adopted people, 

So for forty years Moses was given the protection of the royal family, 
and was schooled in knowledge and skills which were to be used in Godts 
own time and in God's own way. 

Had Moses remained in Egypt he would likely have become completely 
Egyptianized, but this was not his destiny. The experience of Midian 
awaited him. Literally forced out of Egypt, to preserve his own life, 
he found refuge with the Midian priest, Jethro. Then it was that he be- 
came a shepherd on the plains and desert of Midian; and became acquainted 
with the terrane of Sinai and the surrounding country. In the solitude 
of the desert he had time to meditate upon the burdens of his people, "to 
enlarge his religious views and (to become) transformed from a man of the 
world to a man of God." It was here that God spoke to him out of the 
burning bush and commanded him to go unto Pharaoh and bring forth Israel 
out of Egypt. 

And what a training he had received for the task! Moses had now gained 
a maturity of confidence which made it possible for him to fearlessly 
declare to Pharaoh, "Thus saith the Lord, let my people go." But it took 
more than this one declaration to convince Pharaoh to release a nation of 
slaves, and Moses was prepared to give him more convincing testimony of 
Jehovah's command. It is not improbable that Moses now drew upon his 
intimate understanding of Egyptian ways, thought patterns, superstitions, 
and religious ideas -- which he had learned in the royal household -- to 
convince the stubborn Monarch; and finally to draw upon his newly found 


<caereeetmenastastataanaaanateaintiniaiasssateaniatt CALLA LAL ALCL LOLA 
1. Moses 1:6, 26. 
2. Dalby, Ezra Ce Land and Leaders of Israel. Page 83. 
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miraculous powers with which he had been endowed, and commanded to use, if 
Pharaoh would not believe him, nor harken unto his voice, 

No less a task was the convincing of his own people that he had been 
"raised up" to deliver them from bondage and establish them in the proxitised 
land of their fathers. VanLoon points out that, "Slavery is a bad thing 
for the souls of men. It.makes them cowards. They (the Israelites) had 
a hard life in Egypt. But they were certain of three meals each day. It 
was no doubt very pleasant to talk about a glorious and free existence in 
a new country. But the promised land lay many miles away and just then 
it was in the hands of hostile heathen, There would be fighting and months 
of wandering through the hot sands of Sinai, and in the end, the success 
of the expedition was very doubtful....They listened, They mumbled to 
themselves and refused to budge. The years of bondage had broken their 
faith. They doubted the power of their ancient God. They were willing 
to be slaves." 

This was Israel as Moses faced them, His powers to convince a stubborn 
and broken people were taxed to the limit. But God had prepared him. Had 
he not been trained in Egypt to lead men? And in Midian had he not been 
given power from on high? 

This was only a rehearsal of the divine power with which Moses was en- 
dowed. His powers of leadership were shown at the Red Sea when his people 
complained, "Because there were no graves in Egypt hast thou taken us away 
to die in the wilderness?" But in the majesty of his greatness Moses 
declared, "Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord, 
which he shall shew you today....The Lord shall fight for you.e..and (then) 
Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and the children of Israel 
went (across) the sea upon dry ground," 

In the wilderness hostile foes were met, but. again Moses was prepared, 
In Egypt he had been trained as a soldier, and a leader of armies. He 
was a skilled fighter in his own right. No.doubt he trained his own 
generals to do battle in Israel's cause. 

As Moses lead Israel toward Sinai they were a people without a nation. 
They knew no leadership except the lash of the task-master; they knew no 
law except the law of force. The name of God was no longer sacred to them 
for they had almost forgotten Jehovah and knew best the material gods of 
Egypte The sabbath day was just another day of work; the immorality of 
Egypt had fixed its dripping fangs into their own lives; the law of force 
had driven them to lie and steal and kill and bear false witness to ease 
their own unhappy lot; and in their poverty they coveted that which others 
had, But in the wilderness there were no masters, nor force, Israel was 
free -- free to fall into complete discord and decadence, or free to be- 
come “a light unto the world." 

What a task for Moses$ Israel was his to mold into a nation -- and he 
rose equal to the challenge. On Sinai, through God, he wrote on tablets 
of stone a constitution for his people, and what a constitution it was -- 
"a code of behavior for a great people -- a civil law to which all citizens 
were to be held accountable each day in the week." By it, says Hender- 
son, Israel was to "give full allegiance to God, and must not engage in 
the artificiality of image or counterfeit worship, or take the Lord's 
name in vain; (they) must honor father and mother and must not kill, 
commit adultery, steal, bear false witness or covet things which others 
may have." 2 And then speaking of the inspired genius of Moses in bring- 


, 

3. VanLoon, Hendrick Willem The Story of the Bible, Garden City Pub- 
lishing Co, Pp 77,786. ° 

4, Henderson, W.W, The Ten Commandments Page 165. 

5. Ibid. Page 16, 
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ing forth such a document he continues: . 

"(Moses) must have been a genius for human understanding, 

“lust have had knowledge of the combined experiences of many nations for 
many centuries, 

"Must have been impelled by the force of the sheer necessity of a great 
people," 

And most important of all, "Must have enjoyed the inspiration of 
Almighty God in the task (of producing the Ten Commandments." 

Careful consideration of the Ten Commandments leads to a three-fold con- 
clusion: 

l. They were not just a set of rules laid down by the Lord as something 
merely to please Him, 

2, They were Divine commands, to do certain things, intended to regulate 
certain behavior in the lives of Israel, because to do so would result in 
their own goods 

3» Through rendering good to Israel they would effect the lives of all 
mankind; for God gave the promise to Abraham, "in thy seed shall all the 
nations of the earth be blessed." 

So ancient Israel benefited, became a strong and mighty people, and en- 
joyed the blessings of Almighty God, continuing to do so as long as they 
followed the inspired teachings of their leader, 

But not alone did ancient Israel benefit, for from that time until our 
own generation after generation has risen to undreamed heights under the 
banner of Israel's code, and the Ten Commandments have become almost uni- 
versally accepted in civilized nations as the basis for civil lawe On this 
point Elder Stephen L, Richards comments, "There is scarcely a code of statutes 
adopted in civilized nations which does not incorporate in substantially 
every detail the Ten Commandmentse..»They are part of the organic laws of 
the most civilized of all commonwealths of the world, They have come to 
be regarded by thoughtful people as the very basis of the security of civil- 
ization," 

But what of modern Israel? Did God speak to Moses that we too might 
harken and benefit? The answer is emphatically, yes$ Until we rid our 
conduct of the last vestige of human weakness the voice of Sinai cries out 
aloud unto us, "Because human weakness is the very thing the Decalogue aims 
at." 8 and herein lies the challenge to the teachers of Zionts youths 





6, Henderson, W. we The Ten Commandments Page 22 
7. Richards, Stephen L., Deseret News, Sept. 17, 1932. 
8. Henderson, W. W. The Ten Commandments Page 16, 
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EVIDENCE OF THE DIVINE IN THE HISTORY 


OF THE HEBREW PROPHETS 
By Eugene D. Bryson 


Address -~ L.D.S, Department of Education, Regional Convention 
Provo, Utah, November 8, 1941 


History is replete with instances where she repeats herself, The ebb 
and flow of king and empire weave themselves into a tapestry of ever re- 
curring design so that the story of one great power, its rise and fall, 
might well be that of any other, its successor, perhaps, if the elements 
of place and name and time were substituted, This multiplicity of similar 
events and characters is so common that we are led to believe that nothing 
is truly unique. And yet there have been characters that history rarely 
duplicates. They move majesticly through the Hebrew chroncile for nearly 
500 years, with great dignity and power. Solitary figures, whose courage 
and independence and faith, set them apart as they championed the cause of 
right with a tenacity that was superhuman, working righteous michief with 
the plans of priest and king in an effort to establish the will of God 
among their fellowmen, The advent of the prophet into Hebrew history lift- 
ed the religion of that people gradually and steadily to magnificent heights, 
and their disappearance from the Hebrew scheme of life betokened the approach 
of a long, dark, and bewildering, spiritual night, a spiritual degeneracy 
from which that people never fully recovered, 

These great characters with their teachings of such clarity and fore- 
Sight stand out as beacons, whose light was so brilliant that it blinded 
the people they sought so vainly to assist. With all their soul they 
sought to lead their people to greater purpose and deeper intelligence in 
their efforts to find and worship God, Their individual personality was 
always submerged in their task of bringing people closer to God, but ine 
variably their worth was apparent only to those who followed. Because they 
beat against the stubbornness of established notion and custom, they were 
despized by the ones whose urgent need caused them to be so unendingly per- 
Sistents They were magnificent nonconformists who dared to be different 
for a righteous purpose. They passed from the Hebrew stage without their 
people being fully aware of what had been lost, but as we look at their 
contribution now it becomes clear that the loss of their brilliant and 
inspired leadership is more to be lamented by the Jews than the loss of 
their temple and their national independence, It is a tragic picture to 
behold the spiritual darkness into which this people slipped once the 
Hebrew prophets had mado their final exit, Where they had once trod the 
bright wide road of vital inspiring worship, they now stumbled along a 
cramped lane of dead and irksome duty, hedged in on every side by ritual 
and rule.» This people who had always lead the world in the search for God, 
who had always reached out for a more glorious future, now clutched 
frantically at the past in an effort to preserve the vitality of worship 
that these eternal truths had given them, The attempt was not successful. 
Ritual was an unnourishing food that shriveled the soul, and the rule that 
Was imposed in place of the vital urge to seek and worship God, stifled 
the independence and freedom that is necessary in order that a soul might 
swing itself to the heights of prophetic foresight where it might swing an 
inspired rhapsody, 

And so the prophets teach us our first great lesson. The worship of 
God is the most intelligent process of which man is capable, calling forth 
the best that is within him, If God is worshiped in this manner, man will 
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receive his greatest joy and his deepest satisfaction. If God is approach- 
ed in any other manner, mants prayer turns to ashes upon his lips. 

The genius of the Hebrew prophet is not to be found in single instance 
nor in isolated character. The magnitude of these great champions is not 
apparent until one sees the work they did together, They build a leader 
on which one might rise, rung by rung, nearer to the majest of God, -It 
is a ladder on which cach step is the individual message extolled by one of 
these great beacons, beacons whose light comes clearly to us now across the 
centuries, These messages are more than the mere utterances of men, They - 
spring from the anguish of a soul keenly in tune with God, a soul so delicate- 
ly strung that it catches much that most men miss, yet strong enough to re- 
tain the harmony of the message it hears despite the fate prepared for it at 
the hands of the people it trys to serve, .It was a soul so keenly tuned 
that gave Nathan the courage to denounce the King of Israel for his infamous 
Sin, and caused Elijah to lift his hands in prayer before the priests of 
Baal and say, “Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, let it be known 
this day that thou art God in Israel and that I am thy servant." 

It was the irrepressable nature of the message within his soul that 
drove Amos from his herds at Tekoa to the groves at Bethel, where he made 
his dramatic appearance before the corrupt and debauched priesthood, lead 
him to flay and castigate their practices, and caused him to plead with the 
people to abandon the way of life that was leading so swiftly and surely to 
their ruin. But he was too bright a light, They would not follow. -Judg- 
ment was still purchased for silver and the appearance of righteousness was 
measured by the weight of gold. But still the message sang loudly within 
him and still he continued to warn them that the God they insisted on mock~ 
ing was a just and righteous God, who would not be mocked, Unsuccessful, 
Amos finally went back to his herds at Tekoa, and the people he tried to 
warn, went on to their doom and oblivion, heedless of the values in the 
plea of this rough herdsman from the hills. “Let judgment roll down like 
the waters and righteousness like a mighty stream." 

And so we step upon the rung which Amos placed upon the ladder, But if 
all the rungs of the ladder were like the one that Amos put there, God 
would remain stern and unrelenting and man would only be chastised without 
being lifted up. 30 reasoned Hosea, whose soul cried out, that although 
God was just and righteous, as Amos had said, he was also capable of love. 
He seems to tell us that more important than the act of a person, is the 
motive deep within his soul, that moves him to that act. Good strives with 
evil there, not in the act itself, In many evil acts, righteousness lost 
the struggle by only a narrow margin, and it is the love of God that gives 
man the strength within his heart to win his motives from evil and direct 
them towards the good. There is no man so bad but what there is enough 
good for God to love, and no man so good but what he needs the love of God 
to bolster him, It is a note of sweet sublimity that Hosea sings. For the 
first time, man is taught that the greatness of love is not what is won, 
but is rather what one has the strength to give, Love may or may not be 
the remedy for evil, but certainly it is a remedy for him who loves. 

And so to the stern and rigid message of Amos is added the hopeful 
strain of Hosea's teaching. Telling us to love while we endeavor to be 
just and righteous, This is the greatness of the prophets. Hach, in his 
teaching, builds and compliments the other until each teakes strength from 
all the rest. Thus are all men taught and the wisdom of the teachings is 
ever fresh, speaking to the rich and the poor, to the humble and the wise, 


~ 25 = 


- wfocotqqe ef bod TI ,nditorctetise Jeeqoob eid bas yot daetsory ein e 

etqil eld ooqu vedere o¢ eamwt teystq’etnem ,rsanem tonto yar at. be 

sonetent elante ak bavot od ot ton et todqotq werdeH odd Yo auinog of 
gon ei enoiqmedo ssotg sects to ebysingem oT, stedoetanto beteloal at toa 
tebeel s blivd yedls ,tecxtegos. bth yodd aArow ods eeoe ono Iitjou Inoteqge 
$I. gbod to seaetam odd of te1pon ,gnur yd awe ,eela dipim ono doltdw no 
- to eno yd bellotxe ogseeom Laubivibat ond et qotve doso doidw ng tebbsl s. ef 
edd aeotes wor ey ot yinaofo eemoo timii esodw anconed ,enoored ssetg oesdt 
youl. ,mem to Beonetossu otem ond apdd otom Ors sonseeom SeedT, ,8o fiudaeD 
etsotlob of Ivoe a ,bod. dtiw eavd. at yimsod iuce s to dafugns ond fort. gaitge 
“91 ot dewons grorte Jey ,aeim mom teom taid doum eododed 3i-sedd gorse yl 
$e tt tot Beteqetq otet oft stiqaob. eised ti: onseaeem oft To yYaomren oft alas 
bonus vyineot oe ivoe 2 aew dI. sevtor of aytd ti olqooq.odt to. ebasd: ond 
evometixt ein tot feetal to gath ont oonwoneb' os sgetvon odd sedde evap send 
to aseottq oft orotod teystq ni ebord ein SILL ot Mattia beauno bap ,nis 
awood.od tf tel , fost] to’ base ,oreel ,mederdA toe bod brod!...ysr bas Teed 
«",tnsvice ytd ma I sedt boe Jeetal ai bod dae wodd godt yeb. aids 

tsd¢ fuoe eid: aidéiw egseeom oft Io eruten eldeszetgetti oft ee IT 

ebem of otodw ,fondsol da Bovot, odd ot sodeT Je abted ald wiott-eamAk: ovoth 
beol ,botidtesizg bodousdeb bas ¢qurioo ods oto'ted oonsiseqqe Sitemerb. etd 
' ed diliw beelq of mid Beause bus ,eoditoetg. tiédsd eteyidero. bas yBlt ot mid 


od ylorve bas yittiwe oe gnibeol aw teat BALL Yo yow' odd aobasdes ot: olqoeq | 


wSbule” sWolfot gon bivow yodTy” giigii s tiwiad ood. eew: of gud.-..nlyvr weds 
esw ekonewoosdg it. to sousissqqes edt bua toviie 10% beagdotut: iLite “sew gem 
- Oiddin’ yibyol ance spseeom edt. ifttea stud. sblok to ‘ddetow. oft: yd ‘bewernem 
“doom no. beselant yond hod’ cds stad? mods ctow of bewnitaos of. Litds- hae mid 
« ,dvTeevoovedtis .boaoom ot son. bivow “onw 4bod. evootdigin. bas teu, e:eew jal 
Oot Bolas’ od olqoeq ont bas ,scdeT te ebted eid-ot dosed suew yilrakt somA 
(Sfd-irt eoofev odd to.eeofhoed ,noivildo bas -moob: thedd ot co. daew: atew 


‘ORILT awob fot dace hut 7OI".* ,edlin odd wot? mamebred davor eldr. ‘to. setq. 





“, ",meetse° ydieinm c oAtl eeenevostdgit bas: eretaw: odt NY 


Ti $uGs" »tobbel sid soqu bevsiq eomA doicw wnt ont. moqu aote ow. o8 bad 
bob '",oted? juq eomAk sedd ono bit oli erew vebbel ong to éxavt’ ond! tis 
- $uodtiw boeisesdo od yino bluow.mem bas suténelotaw bes oatete: ntemenr biyow 
Havodtin Jedd ,duo buito Luoe erodw .sesoli betogsed of- ..qu bedttl nated 
+ e0v0l To eldsqes oels asw od ,bise bet eomA ap. es0cddgin bap Seut  vew ‘bod 
ott et ,foetseq & To doe edt onds: Jasdroqmi ‘oxvom Jods ev Ilot- 0%: emose: oH 
itiw eoviida boob. “.to2 Jedt od. mid sevom todd ,iuoe..eid aidtiw qoob evidom 
teol emenavoosdati.,edoe.itve ynem al. .tieesr ton afd ot ton; a1odt. Live 
Bovig Jedd bod Yo cvol of} at. dt bae yaigrem-worttan 2 yao: yd oefkagierte ods 
_ toothb bas Live mort sevitom ein ‘niw of geod etd’ atdd iw désnerts‘ oft mem 
figuone: ef eTodd tei tud bed of sem on ef. ote, ~hooy oft -ebizwod meds 
| HOO Yo. evol eft eboon off: tedw'tud Boon.oe mem of: bag. gevol oF Bod. rot boos 
ons tod-segote seeoH soit ytimifdue teowe to ojon ‘es ef tl amid todelod of 
eHow ef Jsdw gon ef evof to seenécoty. odd tort sogued el mop emis teri? 
Sd Jom Yem To" yem ovoh ,ovin of dépnetse: vst ‘ead eno Jodw TS6ddor et dud 
ebavol ofw mid 16% yfomoq s' ef. ti. yintedios dud ,Live To¥ ybomes. eds 

iutoqod: eft -bebbe ef soma to- ogsaedn ‘bigin: bas’ ntode odd: of. oe -bad 
od oF tovieebas. ow olidw evol of eu’ biti lol.’ eptidosed? etestol to aiprse 
eld ot coed. setedqotqg odd To seentsorn edd et eltl.:- sasbedinit bar tet 
Mort Aggnotse sexset dose Litaw tonto ddd e¢nomifqmoo bes ebLlud s8oldosod 


~ ef epaidosod oft to mobalw oft ber -Fdeuves nom. fisiets éudl. eseet: odd Ife. 


,o8iw odd bos. oldmud oft oF ptoog’ ods bas oto te’ odt' od. pabisege deer? seve 


~ Bow, alae pres, Aaa 





to the great and the small. Men have been taught from the prophets since 
the day of their utterances and they will continue to be taught as long 
as man reaches out for God. 

In the world in which we find ourselves, where everything seems so 
hopelessly confused and muddled, we could well listen to the eloquent 
Micah: 

"He hath showed thee, 0 man, what is good; 
And what doth the Lord require of thee, 
But to do justly, and to love mercy, 

And to walk humbly with thy God. 
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DIVINITY OF THE WISDOM LITERATURE 


By Joseph F, Catmull 


Address -- L.D.S, Department of Education, Regional Convention, 
Pocatello, Idaho, October 25, 1941 


An experienced speaker once made this remark: "If I am assigned a. 
seven or eight minute talk Ita like more than a week to prepare, If I'm 
to talk a half hour a week is enough, If I can have more than an hour I 
can start any time," Since starting to prepare this little assignment on 
the evidence of divinity in the Wisdom Literature, I have learned more 
definitely the reason behind his statement, 

Leaving to the priests the teaching of the temple ritual and to the 
prophets the preaching of the moral conduct, the so-called “wise men" or 
sages of the Hebrew nation devoted their attention to every day morals and 
common sense philosophy. The results of their study they put for the most 
part into the crisp, epigrammatic sayings of Proverbs, the rather doleful 
collection of discourses in Ecclesiastes, and Job, whose author is more the 
dramatist than the philosopher, though either ranking would place it with 
the worldts greatest. Psalms is not properly classed with the Wisdom 
Literature, but we can reach over the bounds and find sprinkled throughout 
their lyrics jewels of philosophy, This wisdom didn't originate spontane- 
ously with the authors, It constitutes rather the true and tested patterns 
of action and belief sifted out the soulestirring, and sometimes tragic 
experiences of the race from generation to generation, Their universality 
of application attests this, and they stand out like white banners placed 
on a dark horizon, guiding the way for those coming after. Their inherent 
greatness alone speaks for their divinity, 

There is a question over which men have puzzled for many hundreds of 
years, It is the question, "Why do good people suffer?" This is the 
question that a Hebrew poet tried to answer for us in the book of Jobe To 
prove Job, God permits terrible tragedies to befall him, and he is torment- 
ed with a ghastly incurable disease, until, accused and shunned by his 
friends, he is driven to anguished perplexity regarding God's justice, 
Finally, in the majestic voice of a whirlwind the Almighty Himself spcaks 
to Job, reviewing the marvels of creation until Job confesses that his 
faith was nearly unseated by ignorance, God then restores him to wealth 
and happiness. 

What the author of Job emphasizes is that God's ways are beyond all 
human comprehension, It is presumptuous to suppose that man is, or ought 
to be, able to explain them. Thus, the poct shows how the heart may find 
peace, though neither tradition, nor speculation can answer the questions 
of the intellect. Job had a personal experience of the reality of God, 
and that alone was enough, as it should be, for all who can not fathom the 
riddles of life. The book is one of the unchallenged masterpieces of 
universal literature. It is said no literary critic of any race or age 
could fail to include this among the six greates works of literature, 

The modern science of psychology undertakes the study man by analysis, 
observation, and controlled experimental determinations. Long before such 
studies were thought of, the Hebrew philosophers were studying the men and 
women who lived around them, or figured in their glorious days of old. In 
thus “holding the mirror up to nature" the authors of Proverbs have shown 
how well they could recognize and describe prevailing traits and forms of 
human character, With rare insight, they have touched off the charactere 
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istics of cach type in turn, now in vivid simile, now with carnest word of 
exhortation, and again with stinging satire. No man with a failing need 
read far until he finds words that begin to prick from the inside, The 
hypocrite, the fool, the tale-bearer, the flatterer, the proud, the generous, 
the contentious, the corrupt, the merciful, the humble, the boaster, the 
liar -- all are revealed, 

In its present form, the book represents the last stage of a long process 
of refining, International characteristics suggest that likely some of it 
was borrowed and adjusted to make an instrument of instruction for successive 
generations, even to the present. The sages agree with the prophets that 
the external act has no value without an inner reality. When revenge is 
forbidden, and kind treatment of enemies is enjoined the standard approaches 
closely to that of the New Testament. It has annonymously been said, "Pro- 
verbs is made of jeweled words, which on the stretched forefinger of time, 
sparkle forever." 

“Whoso boasteth himself of a gift falsely 
Is like clouds and wind without rain. 


"Where no wood is, there the fire goeth out, 
So where there is no talebearer, the strife ceaseth. 


"The lip of truth shall be established forever, 

But a lying tongue is but for a moment.“ 

Ecclesiastes is in some respects the most curious book in the Bibles 
Like Proverbs, it is put together without much order. This question arises 
in the reader's mind, "What does the author try to teach?" ‘The book seems 
to take a very dark view of life. It almost seems as though the author 
thought that nothing was worth living for. Over and over he snys that all 
is vanity; that is, emptiness, nothingness. It seems, superficially, that 
the book is only gloomy, dark and hopeless, but one can, with more effort, 
find another strain in the book, It is good for man to enjoy his labors -- 
this is the gift of God, Let a man eat and drink and enjoy his labor -- 
this is his portion. Such thoughts as these occur again and again, One 
begins to see that all is not darkness. On the contrary, as far as it 
goes, there is a very excellent way of living put forward in the book, The 
author's question is, "What are the wages of life? What ought one to think 
of, as making life worth living?" The answer is, "the work of life itself, 
with its ordinary pleasures, arc the wages." The book does not express all 
the truth. It does not sum up the whole of life. There is little, if any- 
thing, said about the pleasures that come from the unselfish life. The 
life the author describes is all gctting, getting, getting; and never giv- 
ing, which certainly could never be a very happy one, Vanity of vanities 
is its very proper conclusion, This picture of life is too narrows It 
needs the enrichments which Christ since gave in the New Testament ideals 
of the life of unselfish love, 

Although Psalms, if at all, leans but lightly toward the Wisdom Litera- 
ture, the temptation to include it is strong because of its high level of 
lyric beauty. Here are the voices of poets to whom Palestine was the most 
beautiful of lands. They never tired of singing its praise in their adora- 
tion of the God who made it so lovely, They found God in the storm; they 
saw His hand in the fields and streams and the far-stretching sea. The 
velvet floor of heaven was a never-ending wonder, and they sang Him their 
thanks. But their lot was not all that of ecstacy. We hear, too, the low 
wail of the captive, as he gives a lingering look at his beloved Palestiné, 
There is the rhythmic throb of broken hearts pulsing their grief for lost 
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ones. These songs were the common vehicle of the religious life, They are 
the voices of simple lives as well as the great. All shakes of experience 
are portrayed in this collection. In reading them through you can see 
homes where bitter sorrow has fallen; you can hear the low tones of mothers 
hushing their children with a song of quiet trust in God; or find saints 
bowed over baffling problems of seeming mistake on the part of Providences 
Psalms like these come to us not only with the emotions of their first 
Singers, but laden as well with the gladness and sorrow of all the genera- 
tions of the light-hearted or weary travelers along the roadway of the 
years. 

One does not wonder that Psalms 51 and 32 have become the worldts con- 
fessional; nor that Luther made Psalm 46 his own, and composed upon its 
lines the battle hymn of the Reformation; nor that Cromwell taught his troups 
to charge to the strains of Psalm 68, "Let God arise, and let His enemies 
be scattered." Today, as then, they bring solace to the weary. When Christ 
Said, "Into Thy hands I commend ..iy spirit," those words drifted to Him 
from the 3lst Psalm, These have been the last words of many saints, martyrs, 
and mighty men, They salved the tortured minds of Stephen, Polycarp, 
Charlemagne, John Huss, Columbus, Luther, and Lady Jane Grey, 


In Thee, 0 Lord, do I put my trust, let me never be ashamed; 
Deliver me in thy righteousness. 

Bow down thine ear to me; deliver me speedily; 

Be thou my strong rock, for a house of defense to save me. 
For thou art my rock and my fortress; 

For thy name's sake, lead me and guide me. 

Pluck me out of the net that they have laid for me; 

For thou art my strength 

Into thy hand I commit my spirit.....see% 


The favorit of all the Psalms -- the "Nightingale of the Psalms" -- 
Henry Ward Beecher called it: "It is small, of a homely feather, singing 
out of obscurity; but it has filled the air of the whole world with melo- 
dious joy." 


The Lord is my shepherd; 

I shall not want. 

He maketh me to lie down in greenpastures; 

He leadeth me beside the still waters. 

He restoreth my sou.L: 

He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake. 
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 

I will fear no evil; 

For thou art with me; 

Thy rod and thy staff, they comfot me, 

Thou preparest a table before me 

In the presence of mine enemies: 

Thou anointest my head with oil: 

My cup runneth over, 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life; 
And I shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever, 


It is hard to imagine our part of the world without the influence of the 


Bible. There would be a sudden emptiness, a lack. It may be muddied a 
little with the meddling and ignorance of men, but through it all, one 
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can hear the steady tread of the Almighty, sometimes heavy, and sometimes 
faint., 

It is desirable that so far as possible the motive for the reading and 
study of the Bible should be that of interest in its ethical and religious 
ideals, but no matter what avenue of approach, whether that of literature,. 
history, or archeology,.once in the domain of Biblical Literature one is 
sure somewhere to meet the King face to faceg. 
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WISDOM LITERATURE 


By Laura Shepherd 


Address -- L.D.S. Department of Education, Regional Convention, 


Provo, Utah, November 8, 1941 


I, .Introduction. 
A. Wisdom literature includes: 


l. 
Re 


36 


he 


JOD. 

-Psalms (most of them) 
Proverbs 
_Eeclesiastes 


B,. .Origin 


l. 


26 
3. 
Ae 


De 
6. 


Te 


At*an early period of Hebrew history short pithy sayings which 
expressed something which appeared to be true to life became 
popular. 

Among the Hebrews with their religious instincts these sayings 
took a strong religious trend, 

-Individuals collected popular sayings, adding proverbs of their 
own, Finally they were written and took literary form. 

.There evolved a group of wisdom writers +--"wise men" or sages, 
no doubt from the ranks of the Scribes. .They formed a prominent 
class in ancient Israel. They took for granted Israel's creed 
and concerned themselves with the study of human nature. They 
formulated maxims of conduct, became moral advisers, emphasizing 
man's religious individuality and God's interest in human life, . 
»Wisdom literature, then, is the expression of the philosophy cf. 
the Hebrews. 

Certainly there is much in it which is inspiration or revelation 
from God, though Bible students claim it to be the work of man. 
Many of these short pithy sayings could well become the be- 
havioristic guide of man's life. 


Il. .Ecclesiastes 
A. .Authorship 


1. 


26 


Apparently written by a pessimistic unbelieving Jew to whom 
everything is futile; and religion lifeless and perfunctory, He 
appears selfish and uncharitable. .He is called Koheleth, 

Later answered and retouched by a very devout person or persons 
who answered all Kohelethts religious bitterness; and hence, 
answered the problems of the unbelieving todaye 

Examples -= 

as When Koheleth bitterly cries: 


"For whome should I toil and deny myself happiness?" (Ece.4:8) 


The sage replies that two are better than one for if one 
fall his companion can lift him up, but if one labor alone 
he has no assistance in time of adversity. (Ecc. 4:9) This 
teaches the value of social life. 

b. .When Koheleth advises young men. to make the most of life 
while they can, the sage says: "But know that for all these 


things God will bring you to judgment.". (Ecc, 11:9) -- and -- 


"Remember now they creator in the days of thy youth while 
the evil days come not.".(Eec. 12:1; 11:1; 3:13; 3:17) 
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B. Teachings 

1. We live in a changing world of growth and progress, 

2. There is no good without evil. 

3. God has given man work to bring happiness. (Ecc. 3:10-13) 

4. Strivings and accomplishments are not the ultimate goal, Behind 
all is God, 

5. Peaceful poverty is better than profitless wealth. (Ecc, 4:4-6; 
also Ece. 5:9-16) 

6. Do not be self-righteous or over-wise, nor over-wicked nor a 
fool. (Ecc. 7:15-17) 

7. “Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God and 
keep His commandments: for this is the whole duty of man, For 
God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, 
whether it be good or whether it be evil. (cc. 12:13,14) 

III. Proverbs -- authorship ascribed to Solomon, 

A. The author apeaks like a father, warning against temptation and its 
dangers, advises fear of God as the beginning of wisdom, 

l. Prov, 1:5 --"A wise man will hear and will increase learning; and 
a man of understanding shall attain unto wise counsels." (Also 
Prov. 3:13,19; 4:7) 

2, Fear of the Lord is stressed throughout. (Prov. 19:23;1:73;16:6; 
and 31:30) 

3. Many admonisments as to respect for parents, heeding their advice. 
(Prov. 1:8,9; 10:1; 6:20-22; 15:20; 17:25; 20:20) 

4. Avoidance of evil (Prov. 4:14,15) 

5. Trust in God (Prov. 3:5-7) 

6. Shun -- Talebearing (26:20); Boasting (27:1,2); Anger (16:32); 
Adultery (6:32); Wine (20:1; 23:29-35); A proud look, lying, 
murder, devising evil and mischief, false witness (6:16-19) 

7, Charity is advised (3:27; 19:17) 

8. A good mame (22:1) 

B. Proverbs is a treatise on the moral instincts of man. With the 
Hebrews they developed into a regular form of moral and religious 
instruction, They embody wordly wisdom and religious ideals. They 
could well be studied today for the same values, 

IV, Job. 

A. Discusses the problem: "Why do the righteous suffer?" 

B. Purpose: to correct the current notion that disaster and misfortune 
are tokens of Godts disapproval of onets sin while prosperity and 
good fortune are signs of his approval and favor. (Psalms 1:6) 

C. Story: 

Job was the personification of devoutness and piety; and, therefore 
was highly prosperous. His prosperity showed in the matter of child- 
ren, having seven sons and three daughters, 

To satisfy Satan's skepticism as to whether men are genuinely good, 
God puts Job to a test. Satan holds that Job is righteous -- not for 
righteousness! sake, but in order to be materially blessed. Ina 
series of challenging tests Job loses all his wealth. But through 
all he cries: "The Lord gave and the Lord hath taken away; Blessed 
be the name of the Lord." (Job 1:21) Personal disaster follows. 
Even his wife advises him to reject God but still he is steadfast. 
“What? Shall we receive good at the hand of God, and shall we 
not receive evil?" (Job 2:10,11) Three friends come to confort 
and advise. Their theme is: ‘Who that was innocent ever perished? 
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They that plow iniquity and sow wickedness reap the same." 

(Job 4:7,8) Job laments the day of his birth and wishes to die -- 
the ery of all humanity against pain, suffering, injustice. Job 

who had been so blessed is now suffering at the hands of God. Which 
of the two manifestations is from God? If this disaster is not from 
God, why does He permit such suffering to continue? Job has learned 
that righteousness is no guarantee against pain and suffering, 

His friends advise him to humble himself before God and there 
Will come recompense. (Job 11:20) Job challenges the moral order 
of the universe much as it is challenged today. (Job 12:4-6) Through 
all his complaints of his condition he carries assurance, "For I 
know that my redeemer liveth" -- Job 19:25,26. 

In chapter 31, Jobts review of his past righteousness and present 
humiliation expresses a high standard of moral living, at the close 
of which he cries: "My desire is that the Almighty hear me." (Job 
31:35) And God does hear him and answers, By .ieans of questions he 
compares His alinighty wisdom and powcr with mants ignorance and in- 
ability and Job admits his inadequate opinion of God. 

The problem of undeserved suffering remains unanswered, One 
solution presents itself -- that the purpose of suffering is to 
cleanse man of pride in his spirituality; or perhaps that suffering 
is a test of fidelity to God. At least, we are imbued with desir- 
ability of implicit trust in God who knows and understands all. We 
are taught faith and trust in God's justice and love in prosperity 
and adversity alike; that there is a deeper justice and meaning in 
life than we can sometimes comprehend, 

Vs Psalms 

A reflection of the thoughts and desires of all mankind, In the 
Psalms one can find expression of his every emotion, The Psalms are 
almost all of a religious nature, 

Jesus and the New Testament writers often quoted thems They became a 
hymn book for the Hebrews. As they marched in bands to feasts they sang 
them, Picture them mounting Temple hill: "Who can ascend to the hill 
of the Lord, Or who can stand in His holy place?" -- and answering -- 
"He that hath clean hands and a pure heart." (Psalms 24:3-6) 

The Psalms portray: 

1. Israel's history (Ps. 79:1; 137:1; 81; 106.) 

2. Their loftier conception of God (Ps. 105; 114; 135.) 

3. A Messianic destiny (Psi 47) 

4. The Psalter becomes a prayer book. (Ps. 63; 130) 

5, They encourage the downheartedys (Ps. 130:1,2) 

6. Express thanksgiving (Ps. 46); the social value of religion (Ps ,133:1) 
7, Praise of God. (Ps. 8;9;23) 

8, Remorse and repentance, (Ps. 51:1-19; 130) 

9, A vighteous man. (Ps. 15) (Also Is. 33:13-16) 

10, The soults yearning for God. (Ps. 63) 

ll. One's security in God's guidance. (Ps. 23;90) 

12. Gonfidence in God. (Ps. 56) a 

The emotions of many, hearts and the thoughts of many minds are contain« 
ed in the Psalms, Their universal appeal is due to their deep and varied 
effecte 
Even so slight a study of Wisdom Literature reveals divine thought, 

divine teaching and divine guidance in the behavior of man, 
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EVIDENCE OF THE DIVINE IN THE 


SERMONS AND TEACHINGS OF JESUS 
By Effie Marion Chadwick 


Address -+ L.D.S, Department of Education, Regional Convention, 
Provo, Utah, November 8, 1941. 


Jesus came into a restless and unhappy world:-- a world in which cor- 
ruption, regimentation, disease, greed, hatred, and despair were prevalent. 
His first pronouncement was this: "Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is 
at hand." (Matt, 4:17) 

The very fact that this man, who, in the eyes of the world, was obscure, 
unlearned, inexperienced, and unauthorized, would attempt, single-handed, 
to teach men a new way of life and thereby lead them back to a saner con- 
ception of God and to an appreciation of their own high destiny is, in it- 
self, an evidence of the divine presence, This attempt to establish a new 
order, based upon love of God and love of man, would have staggered an 
ordinary human being. Yet Jesus proceded with unshakable confidence, And 
so confident was he, in ultimate success, that, even in the midst of over 
Whelming odds, when his life was nearing its close, he calmly declared, 
"And I, if I be Lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me." 

(John 12:32) 

Most of his teachings were highly informal. In the market place, on the 
streets, beside the wells, in the fields, on the lake shore, in the syna- 
gogue or in the temple, he taught individuals and groups the principles 
upon which his kingdom was to be based. With beautiful simplicity, he dealt 
with the profoundest problems of the human soul, Often times he used 
parables in which he laid his zreat truths alongside the simple things and 
common processes with which the people were thoroughly familiar. And being 
endowed with a penetrating insight into human character he was able to 
detect, unerringly, each individual's need, One glance into the face of a 
man or woman revealed to him that inner life. wWhen Nicodemus came to him 
by night to learn how he might gain membership in the kingdom, Jesus 
recognized his need for a spiritual rebirth, He was aware of the existence 
of excessive vanity regarding descent from Abraham, of punctilious adherence 
to legal ceremonies, of contempt for sinners, and hatred for Samaritans and 
Gentiles. The new birth, which Jesus prescribed, would replace pride of 
race with humble trust in God, observance of empty forms with works of 
mercy, contempt and hatred with tolerance and love, Such a change, accompa- 
nied by baptism of water, would be followed by a baptism of the Spirit, the 
coming of which Jesus likened to the invisible wind, which sweeps away the 
clouds permitting the sunlight to flood the world again. In like manner 
the effusion of the invisible Spirit, he assured Nicodemus, would usher him 
into a new life, 

When he met the woman at the well he recognized, instantly, her need for 
moral regeneration, Desirous of an opportunity to help her, he asked a 
favor, thereby removing the barrier between her, a Samaritan, and him, a 
Jew. With this removed, he patiently, tactfully, and kindly gave her living 
water for which her soul thirsted. (John 4:10-) 

When he gat in the boat and faced the multitude he recognized four types 
of peope -~ those whose minds were as impenetrable as the hard~beaten 
pathway; those whose minds were as shallow as the thin layer of soil on a 
rocky ledge; those whose minds were as rich in possibilities as the fertile 
ground, streaked and defaced by weeds and thistles. Lastly, he recognized 
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those whose minds were as productive as that soil which brought forth a 
hundred fold. It was they who would cling doggedly to the eternal verities, 
walking, during the day, by the light, and during the night, by the memory 
of the illumined hour, 

Another evidence of Christ's divinity lies in the claims he made regard- 
ing himself and his way of life. These claims permeate all his teachings. 
In the synagogue at Nazareth he concluded the reading of Isaiah's prophecy 
concerning the work of the Messiah with this startling declaration: "This 
day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears." (Luke 4:21) 

In the home in Capernaum, when the mat, upon which the paralytic lay, 
was lowered, Jesus said, "Son, thy sins be forgiven thee." (Mark 2:5). 

He thus exercised a right that the Jews maintained belonged to God alone, 
After feeding the five thousand -- when the people would have crowned 
him king -- he said, "I am the bread of life...if any man eat of this bread, 
he shall live forever: and the bread that I will give is my flesh, which 

I will give for the life of the world." (John 6:48-50) 

In the temple, during the Jewish festival, in answer to the question 
asked by the astonished Jews, "How knoweth this man letters, having never 
learned?" he answered, "My doctrine is not mine, but his that sent me." 
(John 7:16) 

On the night of the betrayal Jesus told his eleven disciples, "I am the 
way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father but by me." 
(John 14:6) In this same instance, when Philip requested, "Lord, show us 
the Father," Jesus answered, ",..he that hath seen me hath seen the Fath- 
ers..." (John 14:9) 

To Martha he declared, "I am the resurrection, and the life: he that 
believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live: and whosoever 
liveth and believeth in me shall never die." (John 11:25-26) 

As he sat with his disciples on the Mount of Olives he described the 
last judgment: "When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all his 
angles with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory: and before 
him shall be gathered all nations: and he shall separate them one from an- 
other, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats." (Matt. 25:31-32) 

These claims -- that he fulfilled prophecy, that he could forgive sin, 
that he was the living bread, that his teachings came from God, that he was 
"the way, the truth, and the life," that he revealed God, that through him 
a@ resurrection was possible, and that he should judge all men -- are claims, 
unparalleled and astounding. Yet he states them simply and unaffectedlye 
And,. strange as it may seem, they arouse in us no suspicion of undue pre= 
tension or of immodesty. In fact they seem entirely pertinent and 
legitimate,, 

Time and events are proving that the way of life which Jesus taught is 
the only way to an enduring civilization and to personal happiness and 
and self-realization, At the close of the Sermon on the Mount, which is 
a kind of manifesto or exposition of ideals for the kingdom, Jesus gave 
this parable: "Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and 
doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon 
a rock: And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, 
and beat upon that house; and it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock. 
And everyone that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them not, shall 
be likened unto a foolish man, which built his house upon the sand: And 
the main descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon 
that house; and it fell: and great was the fall of it." (Matt. 7:24-27) 

Individuals and nations are beginning to realize that houses built 
upon sand cannot meet the demands nor withstand the shocks and strains of 
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present day living. The discoveries and inventions of the last five 
hundred years have transformed and unified the world until it has become 
one great neighborhood, But the bonds of unification -- steamship, ocean 
cable, airplane, radio -- are but mechanical bonds. Spiritual bonds or 
integrating forces -- tolerance, appreciation, generosity, kindness, and 
love have never been developed in any appreciable degree, Consequently 
great highways are block with tanks and marching men. Water routes are in- 
fested with mines and lurking submarines. Bombs are falling on crowded 
cities. The disintegrating forces of prejudice, envy, greed, and hatred 
are spreading over the world like a streai: of molten lava bent upon burying 
or engulfing whatever lies in its wake. 

Lights are going out on all the shores of all the seas because neither men 
nor nations have taken Jesus seriously. He declared, "I am the light of the 
world:" and followed his declaratinn with the promise: ",..he that follow- 
eth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life." 

(John 8:12) The promise has been forgotten. But, as John says, "The light 
is still shining in the darkness, for the darkness has never put it out,” 
(John 1:5- A. Trans.) And through the roar of machine-gun fire, bursting 
bombs, whir of wings, and groans of the dying comes the invitation: 

"Come unto me, all ye that are weary and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and 
lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls." (Matt. 11:28-29) 
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THE HOLY GHOST AS AN AVENUE 
THROUGH WHICH GOD'S REVELATIONS COME TO INDIVIDUALS 
By Hugene E, Campbell 


Address -- L.D.S. Department of Education, Regional Convention, 
Ephraim, Utah, November 2, 1941 


The Personage of the Holy Ghost, with His purpose and power, has long 
been a point of controversy and misunderstanding among Christian leaders, 
Even the Apostles of Christ, in their creat sorrow over the death of their 
master, could scarcely comprehend the meaning of His last promise to them 
when He said, "I will pray the Father that he shall give you another 
comforter that he may abide with you forever, even the Spirit of Truth...s 
This comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, shall teach you all things, and 
shall bring all things to your remembrance whatsoever I have said unto 
you." (John 14:16-17, 26) This lack of understanding on the part of the 
Apostles is excusable, The realization that their master had been put to 
death left their minds so numb and their hearts so full of erief that there 
was Little room for understanding. But there is far less excuse for any of 
us to misunderstand this subject, for since the death of Christ there has 
been a rich outpouring of the Spirit, and inspired men of God have given 
us enough information about the Holy Ghost to give us a clear understand- 
ing of Him if we but have a sincere desire to know, and have faith enough 
in God to ask for His help. 

‘Many great gifts and powers have been sacrificed to the Holy Ghost) by 
the writers of our Sacred Scriptures, Moroni, the Nephite Prophet, gives 
us the key to the mission of this great Spirit, Moroni had witnessed the 
complete destruction of his own people, and knowing that he, too, might 
be destroyed at any moment, he sealed the sacred history of his people 
and buried it in the Hill Comorah. He knew of the great value of this 
record, and he seemed to sense that some day this record would be found, 
and would be read by the people of the worlds So before sealing the 
record, he wrote an inspired promise to all who should read the book. In 
this promise is found the key to the mission of the Holy Ghost. It is 
written in the 4th and 5th verses of the 10th Chapter of Moroni and reads 
as follows: 

"And when ye shall receive these things, I would exhort you that 
you would ask God, the Eternal Father in the name of Christ, if these 
things are not true. And if ye shall ask with a sincere heart, with 
real intent, having faith in Christ, He will manifest the truth of it 
unto you by the power of the Holy Ghost, for by the power of the Holy 
Ghost, ye may know the truth of all things." 

Thus Moroni teaches that the great mission of the Holy Ghost is to 
reveal God's truth to mankind and to teach this truth to all individuals 
who have a sincere desire to know, and who have faith enough in Christ to 
ask his ehlp. 

One of the most important truths that the Holy Ghost reveals to the 
earnest seeker is the true nature of God and his Son; Jesus Christ. This 
all-important service was promised by Christ when he told his Apostles 
that the Comforter who would come to abide with them would testify of 
him, Paul adds emphasis to Christ's promise in his firstletter to the 
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Corinthians when he declares that "No man can know that Jesus is the Lord 
but by the Holy Ghost." (lst Cor, 12:3) Joseph Smith, in our own day, 
has stated this fact in the 20th Section of the Doctrine and Covenants, 
"it is the Holy Ghost that beareth Record of the Father and the Son." 
Thus it is clearly taught that only through the power of the Holy Ghost 
can you or I or anyone in this world truthfully testify that Jesus is the 
Christ, or that we know that there is a God! 

The service of the Holy Ghost that I am most concerned with in this 
sermon is the truth that is made the possession of an individual through 
revelation. In a special message to Oliver Cowdery as recorded in the 
8th Section of the Doctrine and Covenants, the Lord states that the Holy 
Ghost nosonly reveals God's will for the present but also gives an under- 
standing of the past, and pronvhesies the events of the future, 

Gone select individuals have been chosen by the Holy Ghost as mediums 
by which the will of God concerning great zroups of people is made known. 
These individuals we call prophets. However, the great majority of us 
cannot hope to be chosen for such an important task. But that does not 
need to hinder us from receiving individual revelations through the power 
of the Holy Ghost, . For all those who live worthy of the companionship of 
the Holy Ghost can receive individual guidance and instruction by listen- 
ing to the "still, small, voice” which is the whispering of the Spirit of 
God. Joseph F, Smith advised the members of the priesthood that "we should 
live so near the Lord, be so humble in our spirits, so tractable and 
pliable, under the influence of the Holy Spirit, that we will be able to 
know the mind and will of the Father concerning us as individuals and as 
officers in the church of Christ under all cireumstances. And when we live 
so that we can hear and understand the whisperings of the still, small 
voice of the Spirit of God, let us do whatever the Spirit directs without 
fear of the consequences." (Smith, J.F., Gosnel Doctrine, p 72) To have 
the Spirit of God as a constant guide and teacher would be worthy of every 
effort, . And this thought brings us to the most important part of this 
Subject, . For if the Holy Ghost is the source of all truth, including the 
truth concerning God and Jesus Christ; and is the source of all inspired 
achievements for the good of mankind; and is the source of individual 
guidance and revelations for meeting our daily problems; then the important 
thing is to discover how we can gain this great source of power for our 
own constant ) 

First, let me assure you that there is no automatic way to obtain this 
desired source of power. One cannot pay so much money, or wait a certain 
length of time or perform a certain rite and expect to automatically 
receive the Holy Ghost as a constant and abiding companion. The fact is 
that there is nothing automatic about the Gospel of Christ, Baptism does 
not automatically place one permanently in the Kingdom of God; nor doés 
Temple marriage automatically assure one of a place in the Hignest Glory. 
These are but preliminary steps of obedience and must be followed by hard 
work, study, and a lifetime of righteous living, So likewise with the 
Holy Ghost. There are certain preliminary steps that must be taken in 
order to receive the gift of the Holy Ghost; and thess steps must be follow- 
ed by a lifetime of righteousness in order to retain the companionship of 
this great spirit, The preliminary steps are very important. and should 
be known. In the scripture previously quoted, Moroni gives the key to the 
first step, It is to have a sincere desire. Paul in his letter to the 
Corinthians gives the second step when he states that we are the temples 
of God and that his spirit can dwell in us as long as we do not defile 
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this temple. (lst Cor, 2:16) Thus we must be physically, mentally, and 
morally clean, The third step was stated by Peter in his great sermon on 
the day of Pentecost. His words had touched the heart of many of his 
hearers, and when he had finished, they crowded around him and the other 
apostles, crying, "Men and Brethren, what shall we do to be saved?" And 
Peter answered them saying, "Repent and be baptized every one of you in 
the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of your sins, and ye shall 
receive the Gift of the Holy Ghost." (Acts 2:37=38) 

Baptism, then is the third and final preliminary step. The person having 
complied with these steps makes himself worthy of the companionship of the 
Holy Ghost. Then by righteous living and earnest desire, one can keep 
himself cons tant ly in tune with the whisperings of the Spirit. 

“We may likén the Holy Ghost to a great boradcasting station, and compare 
ourselves to receiving sets. In the field of radio, the broadeasti ne 
Station is constantly sending out sounds on the air waves, but unless we 
obey certain laws of radio, we do not hear these sounds. The personage of 
the Holy Ghost is like the “eraat boradcasting station. His personage is 
constantly emir@ting truth, but unless we attune ourselves, by abedience, 
to the laws of God we fail to hear or comprehend these truths. 

But one might well ask, "How can we apply these things to the problems 
in our daily work?" 

First, we must make the personage of the Holy Ghost a reality in the 
minds of our students. 

Secondly, we must teach them that the constant and abiding companionship 
of the Holy Spirit, as a teacher and guide through life, is a blessing 
worthy of any effort, and we must show them that this great blessing is 
available to anyone who is willing to make this effort. 

Finally, when these young people, bewildered by a smattering of 
scientific theory, come to us in search of enlightment we must not fail 
themt We must be able to testify to them that there is a God and that he 
is our heavenly Father, and the only way we dan do this is by the power 
of the Holy Ghost testifying through uSe 
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THE L. D. S. CONCEPT OF MAN 
By Dr. Carl F. Eyring 
pcre - L.D.S. Institute Convention, Salt Lake City, Utah, 1941. 
| Introduction: 


To be appreciated, the L.D.S. cmept of man must be understood, at 
least in part; and it must show valve by its usefulness in motivating 
and directing life's most cherished experiences, Our first opportunity, | 
then, is to lead the College Student to a full understanding of tle LeDiSe 
concept of man; our second, to help him use this comept in daily living. 
Without doubt the beauty of the L.D.S. concept of man will be appreciated, 
but the possibility of added appreciation growing out of utility must nov 
be overlooked, 


I + Latter-day Saint's Concept of Man 
1. Man and God are Alike in Kind, but Differ in Degree. 


The most worthy concepts of man have always envolved God = usually man 
in comparison or in contrast with God, The New Englander of some three 
hundred years ago tended to exalt God at the expense of man —» man was 4 
worm in the dust. The intelligent New Englander of a hundred years ago 
reacted violently against suh aview. The humanist moved to the other 
extreme and exalted man at the expense of God. Joseph Smith, however, took 
the middle and true course, as we think, and proclaimed that man and God 
are alike in kind and differ only in degree; that in primordial simplicity 
God and man are intelligences, with some more intelligent than otlers, and 
God "more intelligent than they all." Thus both man and God are exalted. 


2e Man is Eternal, 


To Latter-day Saints each person, each member of the human race, is an 
immortal entity capable of developing a personality of his very om. The 
intelligence back of each personality has always existed and, even "before 
the foundation of the world," each in his own unique way was moulding his 
personality. Surely these immortal entities must play an important role 
in Godts economy of the universe. 


43. Souls Precious Unto God. 


Believing the words of the Book of Mormon Prophet Amulek, one concludes 
that even the wicked are precious unto God insomuch that they will endure 
forever, always being "judged according to their works," always having a 
"bright recollection" of their guilt, but always having the opportunity at 
long last of finding their merited place within the mansions of the Father's 
kingdome Thus it would appear that all the children of men are so precious 
unto God that all are worth saving. But the preciousness of each soul 
must depend upon intrinsic and potential values, otherwise we would not 
witness the seeming paradox of worthless persons, as judged by us, beim 
precious unto God, 
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4. Man is Freee. 


If at some time, either recent or remote, God had created and forced 
the intelligence of man to be what it is, then man would not be free. But 
with the prophet's exalted concept of the self, man can no lormer blame 
God for what he is. He must accept the responsibility of being a free 
agent. Thus freedom of choice becomes an inherent attribute of man. On 
this point the prophet speaks: "All truth is independent in that sphere 
in which God has placed’ it, to act for itself, as all Intelligences also, 
Otherwise there is no existence." Fundamentally, then, man is not only 
eternal, from everlasting to everlasting, and rational, one of the many 
Intelligences, but he is also free and accountable for his own acts. 


5 Mercy Claimeth the Penitent. 


Fundamentally, persons do wrong first of all because they are free, and 
Second, because in the midst of an opportunity of choice, freedom is not 
correctly used. But "mercy claimeth the penitent." Although repentance 
requires a backing up and a reconstruction after each derailment, in its 
fullest meaning, repentance is a positive process which carries one forward 
and upward... It demands the leaving behind of inadequate and outworn 
ideals, and the forging ahead into the territory of a new visione 
Repentance is truly creative... Under the drive of faith it is a dynamic 
creative process... Hach struggle in self-growth begins with an attitude 
of teachableness.. Then follows the sorrow of repentance and then the new 
vision and the fruitful planning and building under the creative forces 
of faith and repentance, Slowly but surely such repentance and faith bring 
a purity of heart, and a fuller and nobler conception of God.,. The real 
test in character building comes in adversities, when strength is manifest 
in the standing for the right in the midst of persecutions, 


76. Man a Creator in His Own Right. 
} 

To each of us is given a physical body, the tabernacle of the Spirit.. 
Certain processes within the body, such as the heart beat, digestion of 
food, breathing, etc., we had at birth. Yet, other processes such as 
walking, talking, thinking, etc., must be learned. This means that the 
physical body, before it truly may become an efficient tabernacle of the 
spirit, must haver performed within it by the possessor of it much that is 
creative. Accordingly, within the sphere of his body each person should 
have the right and responsibility to act as a creator. This is an 
essential aspect of the process of living. 

In certain environments the forces of compulsion are so powerful that 
a person hardly senses his creative ability. Yet, no matter how hard and 
exacting the environment, there always will be some opportunity for creative 
living, expecially if the urge for creative expression takes dynamic form. 
In this area of freedom, however small, a person must be in the control 
of the creative process, otherwise directed creation is bartered for a fh 
chaotic game of chance, for a life lived on the level of no purpose, no 
plan, no order, no ideals. Certainly a person would not wish to forfeit 
the precious right of creation by assuming an irresponsible attitude toward 
living... A well-ordered tabernacle of the spirit results from directed 
creative effort; a junk pile, from chance action. 

But even with chance eliminated, a person may misedirect creative efforte, 
A warped, unbalanced personality results if a life is centered in the 
physical things of life - on eating and sleeping, clothing and shelter, 
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lands and cattle, and stocks and bonds. If undue emphasis is placed on the 
physical and mortal aspects of the soul, the spiritual and immortal nature 
will be neglected, Instead of the body and the spirit being united into 

an integrated whole according to the pattern of Jesus Christ, the animal 
nature will be allowed the upper hand. Physical things must be put in their 
place, but not eliminated. They must be used as means, not as ends, Jesus 
makes this point clear when He says: "Is not the life more than meat, and 
the body more than rainment?": 


Ay Man a Member of the Society of Intelligences, 


No intimation is found in the Prophet's teachings that an intelligence 
can succeed as an isolated, self-sufficient , unrestrained entity. In fact, 
he stresses the existence of a society of intelligences, graded in 
intelligence with God as the head. Because of this grading of intelligences, 
we cannot expect to find the true, the beautiful, and the good in perfection 
except in the "bosom of Eternity" where God dwells and where his activities 
are most concentrated. Actuated by faith, the free and rational intelligenc~ 
es seek to produce order in their own complex lives and in their environment, 
This is their search for beauty, These individual creations are then 
compared with the accomplishments of others, especially with God's accomplish» 
ments, evaluated, and then integrated into the whole, Thus there develops 
an order of the group as awhole. This is the truth for which they seek. 
Through repentance they adjust their own lives to the order of the whole 
and goodness is achieved, 


II = Latter-day Saint's Concept of Man in Action 
Because 
lL. Live as-tf Souls are Eternal and Precious. 


The intrinsic worth of souls should be made manifest in creative living 
each hour, and each day. There is no reason to postpone the good life; no 
reason to sit in complacent self-righteousness waiting for the coming of 
the Lord. Ours is the perpetual responsibility of demonstrating the 
preciousness of our souls; because, whatever we may think or say about 
our intrinsic worth, or about our preciousness unto God, we can best add 
strength to our position by living as if we were presious and eternal. 


2s« The Freedom We Wish, 


The freedom we wish, is the privilege to choose from among our many * 
thoughts and from among 4 rich supply of opportunities furnished by nature, 
society, and God, the thoughts, and plans of action which will contribute 
most toward the building of that ideal person we hope to be, This larger 
freedom is obtained by casting aside, if necessary, choice in trivial 
matters and entering into an unselfish cooperative endeavor with man, the 
the forces of nature, and with God. 


3. Helping to Eliminate Evil. 
To eliminate evil, God does not abrogate our freedom with the force 
of compulsion; but, rather, He guarantees our freedom, and with His power 


of justice, mercy and love, and our cooperation, he brirmes about the 
triumph of goods ‘ 
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4, Finding Joy. 


Mien are, that they might have joy." The joy of which Lehi speaks is 
born when interest in self is balanced by interest in others; when the 
perfected self is lost in the service of God and humanity; when the arrows 
of life's interests are directed, not only toward the self, but also away 
from the self, 


5. Priesthood a Call to’Service,. 


Jesus promises that if we will give our time in loving service - teach- 
ing the principles of the gospel, directing the destiny of a Church 
orga ization, ministering to the sick, aiding the needy, comforting those 
that mourn, being a "father" to the fatherless, and so forth = we will 
find the yoke easy and the burden light because of the joy found in mich 
activities, 


6. Cooperation. 


A person may not be a soloist as he journeys the high-road of progress. 
One yearns for personal immortality; yet, one wuld not wish to live 
forever without being a unit in a socal group. Personal accomplishments 
take on true meaning only when such achievements are turned into altruistic 
strivings. Personal immortality is therefore not one's zenith of striving, 
but rather personal immortality in the Kingdom of God where personal 
accomplishments may be used in brotherly helpfulness, It is safe to say 
that if one searches for the beautiful, the true, and the good, and tums 
this searching specifically towards the creation of an environment in 
which a young child may grow toward a successful maturity, then the strive 
ings will not be in vain = eternal progress will be assured, 


Té A Look to the Future. 


Life lived on the level of the physical is transitory. But man will not 
be baffled or remain ill at ease in a world that seems to work against him, 
that seems to take away in death the things he loves. He feels deep in 
his heart that spiritual values are supreme, and that when he comes to know 
the true reality of the Universe he will discover that his own life is 
essentially eternal in nature. "This is the glory of God - to bring to 
pass the immortality and eternal life of mane" Man may be, as it were, on 
the fringe of the Society of Intelligences, possessed with a physical boly 
which disintegrates in death. The cooperative endeavor between God and 
man which brought forth the physical body of man = "man is the tabernacle 
of God, even temples" = may seem to end at death. But "the elements are 
eternal and the spirit and element, inseparably united, receive a fullness 
of joy," and it is God's glory to bring to pass cooperative adventures 
which are etem3l. “The spirit and the body is the soul of manj and the 
resurrection from the dead is the redemption of the soul," And through 
Jesus Christ such a redemption will surely comes 
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